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China Perspectives of the South:
JEAN. FAA and the new L classes

Wang Gungwu*

y first formal course in Chinese history began at the National Central University
Min Nanjing in 1947 was taught by Miao Fenglin £ JE#k and we used his
three-volume {H[EJE5) . 1 was also encouraged to read another three-volume
history {HECALE) by Liu Yizheng #IEA1E. To them both, Chinese history
began with legendary figures like Yao and Shun followed by Yu who founded the Xia
dynasty and Chinese history was over 4000 years old. As I was hoping only to be a
student of literature, I did not question how historians determined the age of China.

At the University of Malaya, I began the study of history with stories of
Europeans in Asia after 1500 and the rise of their empires. It was very well taught
and I found 7 absorbing, not least because that was the time when fellow students
were talking about how to get rid of these imperialists and build a new nation. My
history courses did not cover Chinese history except to show how the incompetent
Manchu Qing dynasty led to China’s eventual fall. One of the reasons given for that
was that China had been stagnant for two millennia and never developed the idea

of progress.

: Wang Gungwu, University Professor, Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences, NUS.
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My Different Parts of China

We were taught to use primary sources in the local archives. I wanted a topic
linked to modern Chinese history and chose to study what Sun Yat-sen &%l and
Kang Youwei Fif5 %4 and their supporters were doing in Malaya after the turn of the
20" century. Both stayed briefly in Singapore and Penang before moving elsewhere.
Their political careers were remarkable and gave me a chance to learn about the
trauma of China’s modernization. I enjoyed studying their story but discovered that
I could not continue with modern Chinese history from where I was located. During
the Cold War, anything about modern China was suspect. British troops in Malaya
were fighting a communist insurgency inspired by the new China. Books published
on the Chinese mainland were severely restricted and there was no question of access
to Chinese archives. It was also inconceivable at the time that I could do archival
work in Taiwan. If I wanted to do research on China in Malaya, it would have to
be pre-modern. That was how I came to study the Nanhai Fi{# and China’s early
trade with some of the maritime kingdoms of Southeast Asia.

However, my work on Sun Yat-sen and Kang You-wei had made me aware that
I was one of millions of Chinese in the region. Most came from the two provinces
of Guangdong and Fujian and many had been there for generations. Growing up in
Ipoh, Perak, I did learn to speak Cantonese and Hakka and was conscious that there
was a “south China” that was different from the China in the books that my father
taught me to read. His choice of classical texts focused on northern China, especially
the Confucian texts and the works of famous writers and poets. I realised that China
was not as simple as what appeared in the textbooks used in the local schools.

In London, at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), I turned
to another subject altogether. My study of the Nanhai trade had taken me to the
late Tang and Five Dynasties (circa 880-960), one of the most divisive periods in
Chinese history. I was interested in the southern “Ten Kingdoms” that were active
in maritime trade, Nan Han, Min, Wu Yue and Nan Tang F§{ [#. k. FgfE
and was interested to learn that, throughout Chinese history, the south had always
been conquered by the north. This led me to wonder why the small kingdoms of
the north, the five successive and short-lived dynasties of Liang, Tang, Jin, Han and
Zhou ZJFEEIJE, eventually produced the Song dynasty that was to conquer the
south. My interest in this question arose from being curious as to why the Chinese

Communist Party (CCP) under Mao Zedong had to go northwards, even beyond
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Beijing to the Northeast Provinces, in order to win the civil war against the southern
Kuomintang regime in Nanjing.

That was what led me to study 10" century “North China”. Once I was conscious
of China’s north-south divide, it led me back to the limitations of the early Nanhai
trade and even further back to the ancient origins of the Xia, Shang and Zhou dynastic
states prior to the unification under the Qin and Han. At the earliest stage, China
was the world of the great Yellow River where core ideas and values had come out
of intense interactions between the plains of Hebei, Henan and Shandong, and the
uplands of Shanxi and Shaanxi; they marked the cradle zones of Chinese civilization.

When I returned to Malaya in 1957 to teach early modern history, it meant
teaching, where China was concerned, Ming-Qing Fi5 history from about 1500 to
the Opium War. I taught this for several years and read the published official sources
and the relevant body of scholarly writings. That was a period when Chinese power
and influence in East and Southeast Asia was on its way to a spectacular end during
the 19th century. I began to understand the trajectories of dynastic decline and fall
represented by the imperial centres in the north. At the same time, I was alerted to
how differently southerners on China’s coast were responding to the arrival of European
forces. Their responses, often contrary to what the centre wanted, intrigued me when

I began to work on the history of the Huaqiao or Overseas Chinese.

From the North

I shall now deal with three sets of perceptions: firstly, that of the south by
people in the north. This is followed by how the south saw itself as key parts of
China. Finally, I shall survey how the several parts of Chinas south were connected
with the Chinese state down to the present.

The perspective from the north can be summed up as follows. There were at
least three souths — the south-southeast; the southwest; and the further south that
those two were intimately linked with. Most of the south were peopled by what
northerners called the “Hundred Yue”, Baiyue F#% or “Southern Man” Nanman
Fi%#. Those of the southwest were distinguished as “Southwest Man” Xinanman 74
Fi%#. There was no single name for peoples further south but they included more
distant people who came to trade at the riverine ports of the Yue as well as the

uplands of the Southwest.

‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 3 @ 9/16/2019 9:27:28AM‘ ‘
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To the Qin and Han rulers, south China of the Baiyue was imperial territory.
They were not content with seizing the states across the Yangzi but sent their armies
further south to conquer all the Yue polities along the coast down to the Gulf of
Tonkin to what is now northern Vietnam. Over the centuries, the Baiyue lands
attracted large numbers of settlers from the north. Not so in the southwest, where
some settlers did move to the uplands, but the imperial authority decided to leave
most of the Xinanman alone. The most important changes came early in the 4th
century. That was when the “five Hu (tribes) destroyed the (Chinese) Hua” Wuhu
luanhua TLHIELHE. The invaders were the ancestors of peoples later known as Turks,
Tibetans and Mongols; they established sixteen “kingdoms” and brought the Han-
unified China to an end.

Those wars led to a series of northern dynasties established through Hu and Han
collaborations. As a result, large numbers of Han Chinese families who refused to
collaborate moved south of the Yangzi, to Zhejiang and Fujian and southern valleys
of Jiangxi and Hunan and across the mountains to Guangdong, the Lingnan %8 ¥4
areas. These migrations, comparable to what today would be refugees, consisted largely
of upper-class families with retinues of servants and retainers. They were well armed
to defend themselves in the southern wilds.

Thus a new and smaller “China” was established under a succession of four
Southern Kingdoms, the Song, Qi, Liang and Chen dynastiesﬁ%?ﬁ:%%. In the north,
however, various groups of Tuoba Turks took overall control. Eventually, it was their
“sinicised” descendants who absorbed the smaller “south China” and established the
Sui and the Tang dynasties. Once again, northern power came to shape the south.
But the economy of the Yangzi delta region developed more rapidly and the empire’s
economic growth centres shifted south from the plains of the Wei and Yellow rivers.
As a result of growing economic power and cultural maturity, the Zangren BN in
the south could boast that they were more authentically Chinese than people in the
north. It is sometimes a conversation piece whether the less than Chinese northerners
were more “Chinese” than those southerners who were not fully Chinese. Many
were clearly Chinese in different ways and that consciousness of being different was
equally shared.

During the latter half of the 10" century, the north again managed to reunify
much of China. The question I was interested in was, how a divided China could
become one again. The Song % dynasty that achieved that after sixty years of division

was the successor of the five dynasties that were led by a mixture of Chinese and

‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 4 @

9/16/2019 9:27:28 AM‘ ‘



‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 5 @ 9/16/2019 9:27:28AM‘ ‘

Trim Size: 7 x 9.75 in FA Reading

China Perspectives of the South: J# A+ F§ A\ and the new LR classes 5

Tuoba Turk military leaders who had fought among themselves almost incessantly.
By the year 978, it was the Song that conquered the remaining southern four states.

The Song rulers were only partially successful. They failed to retake the sixteen
northern prefectures that had become part of the Khitan Liao #2/}+1 empire, including
the area where modern Beijing is sited. Because of that, the Song rulers were largely
on the defensive for the next two and a half centuries, continually under pressure by
non-Han forces like the Khitan Liao, the Jurchen Jin Z 34> and the Tangut Western
Xia %5175 5. The Southern Song state was forced to move its capital to Hangzhou,
well south of the Yangzi. Here the southerners concentrated on building what was
in fact the Song Guo RIE, in which its best scholars created a new class of officials
out of examination graduates. The most brilliant among these literati went on to
revitalize Confucian thought, establishing what was to become the new orthodoxy,
Lixue ¥ now known as Neo-Confucianism. In that way, the Southern Song saw

itself as having redefined the core values of Chinese civilization.

Integrating the South

This achievement was accomplished on the eve of the next big change in Chinese
history. About the time it was happening, the Mongols destroyed the Western Xia
and northern Jin kingdoms and then went on to conquer the Song state. The Mongol
emperor Kublai Khan thus unified the whole of China, what no other ruler had been
able to do since the 9" century. Where China’s south was concerned, this was a truly
transformative moment. With the fall of the Southern Song, south China was for the
first time in history ruled not by northern Chinese but by northern zon-Chinese.

These Mongols were not merely conquerors of China. They had conquered just
about every place within reach for a period of seventy years before defeating the Song.
Their ambition to rule the world did not stop at the land edges and, from the China
coasts, they even set out to conquer countries across the seas. Kublai Khan adopted
Chinese ideas of legitimacy by seeing his Yuan dynasty as successors of the Liao and
Jin dynasties as well as the Song. Their conquest brought all of China together and,
92 years later, the Mongols left a united China for Zhu Yuanzhang 2 GIE, a leader
from the south, to inherit and rebuild as a “Han-Chinese” Ming dynasty.

I call this a great transformation because the story did not end there. The

Manchu Qing emperors who conquered the Ming from outside the Great Wall also
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took all of China. As descendants of the Jurchen Jin, they claimed to know how
China should be governed. But, unlike the Mongols, they were a much smaller tribal
confederation from the forests of Manchuria that were allied with various Mongol
tribes when they marched into China. Their empire pushed further north and west
and, like the earlier Mongols, acted as a continental tribal federation that looked
beyond China to the Eurasian landmass. Together with their Mongol neighbours,
the Manchu emperors reached out into central Asia, conquered Xinjiang-Turkestan,
dominated the Tibetans, and redrew the map of China; that was what all foreign
powers seeking to engage the Qing agreed to recognize.

The map reminds us that China has never been a country, kingdom or empire
of fixed and unchanging borders. For example, for Qin and Han, Sui and Tang, and
the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing as legitimate Chinese dynasties, every one had a
different set of borders. Not being a Han-Chinese dynasty, the Mongol Yuan and the
Manchu Qing were not inhibited by ancient Chinese traditions of what All under
Heaven tianxia K I referred to. They used the economic resources of Han-Chinese
China to support their expansions and administered Han-Chinese territories the
way they thought appropriate. As for the lands that had never been part of China,
they drew up new boundaries and managed them quite separately. In that way, the
Mongol conquest made the question of what was north and what was south within
a unified China increasingly complex and subtle.

There was another change to the map of China that was even more enduring.
The Mongols came south from Gansu and the tribal regions of western Sichuan and
down the valleys into Yunnan and incorporated into their empire the lands of the
southwest Xinanman: parts of Sichuan, all of Yunnan and Guizhou and the western
parts of Guangxi. For centuries, those areas had their own independent states, notably
the Nanzhao F#fi and the Dali KP kingdoms. But the Mongols did something
that no other conqueror of China from the north had ever tried to do. They invaded
China not only frontally across the Yellow, Huai and Yangzi rivers but also from
the southwest at the same time and, in a two-pronged attack from the north and
the southwest, they destroyed the Southern Song. There followed a long process of
integration afterwards under the Ming, but the system of #usi +-7] administration by
local chieftains was systematically dismantled during the Qing dynasty. What remains
today are the autonomous towns and cities reserved for each local “nationality” but

ruled by centrally appointed officials.
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This process of reintegration from the north of all of south China had begun
with the Mongols from their capital in Beijing 4t 5{ and the Ming Chinese continued
that process after they drove the Mongols out. The southerners who founded the
Ming moved the capital to Nanjing Fg 5 in order to assert their difference from their
former Mongol masters. But the Mongol impact did not end there. When Zhu Di
NG Emperor Yongle K 4, usurped the throne after his father’s death, he moved
the capital to Beijing and was the first Han Chinese emperor to rule China from
Beijing. Thereafter the centre of political power remained in the north and Beijing
today is largely the city that Yongle had mapped and built.

The significance of this move was profound. When still in his youth, Zhu Di
was enfeoffed as Prince of Yan #&F as head of the forces in Beijing to defend key
parts of the northern frontier. For at least 30 years, he faced endless Mongol attacks
and was widely respected as a dynamic military leader. From the old Yuan palaces
in Beijing, he followed the expansion of Timur’s empire. While his father revived
traditional Chinese ideas of zanxia and called for the restoration of Han and Tang
glory, he also saw a different worldview. When he became emperor, he had personal
reasons for disliking Nanjing, but returning to Beijing also enabled him to reclaim
something that might be called a Mongol equivalent of #anxia, a worldview projected
out of Beijing . His reactions against the Timurids and sending Zheng He’s expeditions
to the Indian Ocean point to that perspective.

With a single power centre in the north, the Nanren F§ Asouthern literati
experienced an unexpected reorientation. As bearers of the Confucian wisdom that
flowered during the Song and carefully conserved during the indifferent Mongol Yuan,
they were entrusted under the Ming to tutor the imperial household and conduct all
the examinations for public office. With closer proximity to power, many could stand
up to the erstwhile dominant northern Han Chinese elites. The northern heritage sites
stood for the sources of timeless wisdom, and the ideas and institutions emanating
therefrom still absorbed the attention of the southern educated classes. After all, the
Confucian classics and almost all the best of China’s art and literature were seen as
inspired by the north. This phenomenon of respect suffused the core values that had
been preserved and further refined after Chinese had moved to the south. What this
literati recognized with great pride was that China’s south had become the home of

an impeccable Neo-Confucian civilization.
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From the Riverine South

It is enlightening to see what the Mongol invasion did to the process of integrating
north and south in China. That process had been through many changes after the
Qin-Han unification. What did it look like from the south during the 1,400 years
from Han Wudi to Kubilai Khan? There are no records of what southern Yue people
thought of “the Chinese” before these settlers came south. What we do know come
from the early impressions left by northerners who came south as officials or exiles.
Many wrote poems and essays about what they saw and the opportunities they had
to understand peoples who were not at all like them. Later, when many more had
settled in the south, they also showed how much they missed their northern culture,
the Chinese culture developed by peoples of the great plains and modified on one
side by upland security concerns and on the other by the rich agrarian resources of
the lower Yangzi.

South of the Yangzi, the terrains were entirely different. There were no extensive
plains, only the valleys of smaller rivers flowing into the East China and South China
Seas with each of them separated by many hilly ranges. The riverine peoples who lived
along these valleys established their various polities. Among those closer to the river
mouths, there also grew centres for trade that produced distinctive cultures. The best
examples are found south of the Yangzi delta, for example, the much smaller river
Qiantangjiang $£YEVL in the ancient kingdom of Yue #&[3, later the basis of Wu
Yue kingdom in the 10" century and to provide the capital of the Southern Song.
Further south are several others that played similar roles: the Minjiang [#7T. that was
home to the ancient Min Yue [#i# and later, in the 10" century, the kingdom of
Min. And then small rivers like the Jiulongjiang JLHEYL of Zhangzhou &/ and
across into what was later Guangdong province, the Hanjiang YT of Chaozhou
JM whose riverine peoples are Min-language/dialect speakers. They later established
the great ports and shipping centres that produced some of the most adventurous
traders of the East and South China Seas.

To their west in Guangdong, the rivers have a different orientation and became
the centres of a larger political unit that was no less riverine. That was the famous
ancient kingdom of Nan Yue i that had its capital in what is modern Guangzhou.
The powerful kingdom was developed bestride the valleys of the West River Xijiang
PEYL and East River Dongjiang #{L. where the two rivers met at the delta now

known as the Pearl River Zhujiang PRVT. Here was rich agricultural land comparable
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in some ways to the areas leading to the Yangzi delta, but the two rivers are not
as spectacular. The Nan Yue kingdom did produce a rich culture of its own but it
was not strong enough to withstand the onslaughts by the forces of the Qin-Han
empires. In the end, in the face of the northern civilization that had determined the
shape of imperial China, the Nan Yue was much more like a riverine state. Another
comparable riverine state contemporary with the Nan Yue was the Lo Yue 4%/
kingdom that developed its distinctive cultural centre along the Red River Honghe
ALV in northern Vietnam. This kingdom was equally dominated by the Qin-Han
empires and also subject to northern Chinese influences over several centuries. But
fewer Chinese migrated that far south and, after the Tang dynasty, the chiefs of the
Vietnamese peoples were able to use some powerful Chinese institutions to set up
their own independent kingdom.

These ancient southern kingdoms became sites for sizable riverine states but they
could not muster any combined power to challenge forces sent form the north, least
of all the capacity to take over any part of northern China. The superiority of the
north came from the need to share resources on a very large scale to deal with the
great rivers and plains and learn how to handle the distribution of military power in
the areas that were easier to control. It required the northern Chinese to fight endlessly
in large numbers and that helped them to be militarily well organized and powerful.

In the riverine systems, most of the communities evolved by being separate
and distinct. In many ways, large parts of southern China have similar riverine
conditions as the mainland parts of Southeast Asia. There, too, port cities close to
the mouths of rivers tended to be developed as polities that became the capitals of
strong kingdoms and even compact little empires. The best examples of the Indo-
China frontier were the small port towns along the coast of what today is central
Vietnam where small rivers flowed into the South China Sea. These trading centres
cooperated and functioned as a distinct polity known to the Chinese first as Linyi
P& and later identified as a kingdom called Champa or Zhancheng fi3ik. To the
southwest of that kingdom was another maritime trading polity known as Funan $£
B that gave way to the larger Khmer empire. This had evolved from the Zhenla/
Gaomian FJiff — S state based on the large valley system of the Mekong river
that also flowed into the South China Sea.

Further to the west, the Menam river (Chao Phraya) eventually became the heart
of dynastic kingdoms that the Chinese called Xianluo %' (Siam), whose rulers were

related to some of the Southwest Man peoples known to the Chinese. Beyond that,
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the delta areas of the Salween and the Irrawaddy rivers did not themselves become
political centres but provided river passages north into the interior of modern Burma.
There other upland Southwest Man peoples came to establish a series of strong states
that were deeply influenced by Theravada Buddhism. As riverine states, some did
accumulate considerable military power but none were strong for long enough to
dominate their neighbouring states.

Thus, at different times, southern China from the Qiantang river to the Pearl
River and then to mainland Southeast Asia all the way to today’s Myanmar, there
had been at least two sets of riverine states. They were separated because the Qin-
Han and Tang empires stopped at China’s southern coasts. After reaching the sea,
the Chinese emperors chose to establish their garrisons on land and sea to defend
the coastal borders. They seemed to have been content with doing that once they
were sure that there were no threats from maritime enemies. Even the native Yue
peoples of the south who became Zangren or Tang Chinese did not seek to expand
Chinese power. They were content to be skilled fisher folk who could be counted on
to venture across the China Seas as imperial sailors when necessary or as maritime
merchants whenever they had opportunities to do so.

From ancient times, foreign traders coming to China were always welcome but
it was a long while before Chinese merchants went forth in their own ships to trade
south of the coastal areas. It was not until the 10" century that we have clear evidence
of the Chinese venturing beyond the Nanhai to obtain local products and reach out
to Southeast Asian markets. Here it was the Mongol invasion that unleashed China’s
outreach to its south. Although primarily a continental power, the Mongols found
that the Southern Song had a navy that it had developed to fight against the Khitans
and Jurchens. They saw that the southerners were great sailors and ship-builders, so
they harnessed that navy to further their imperial expansion.

The southern provinces of Zhejiang, Fujian and Guangdong were where the
best ships were built. Their peoples ventured forth to the open seas to fish and
trade and, after many centuries of that, they had become excellent sailors who knew
how to deal with rough seas and typhoons. The Southern Song economy became
increasingly dependent on the trade they brought to China’s shores. However, when
Kublai Khan took over, he went further. He saw how their skills had made the Song
navy an instrument of power projection and used these Chinese sailors to help him

look for other places to conquer.
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He sent the navy east to attack Japan and south against Vietham and Champa
and even went as far south as Java. In short, 120 years before Zheng He, Kublai Khan
had opened China to the south in a new way. As it turned out, his own forays did
not lead to very much; he seemed not really to know what he was doing. On land,
however, the Mongols did better when they marched deep southwest into Yunnan
and Guizhou, but when they tried to conquer Vietnam, Champa and Myanmar,
those were again bridges too far. As people from the open steppes, they simply could
not cope with the jungles of Southeast Asia. But the changes they made did endure.
In a matter of decades, the Mongol Yuan had determined the shape of Southwest
China and outlined the future borders between China and Southeast Asia, borders
that have remained more or less the same down to the present.

As for the water’s edge where imperial rule had stopped, China was open to
maritime trade coming from the ports and kingdoms beyond the South China Sea.
By the time of Zheng He’s B naval expeditions, the Chinese had become one of
the largest groups trading between China and the Indian Ocean and that display of
naval power did impact on the trading patterns of the region after the 15" century.
On the other hand, Zheng He concluded that there were no serious enemies that need
concern Ming China, so the successors of the Yongle emperor stopped the expeditions
and left maritime trade to foreign merchants. As we know, officials in Beijing virtually
forgot about that navy for the next four hundred years and the successor Manchu
Qing dynasty was never interested to expand their economic interests overseas.

It is well known how the Ming dynasty integrated all foreign trade into an
elaborate tributary system. It had become conscious that it faced existential threats
from the north and formalized a system that enabled its officials to assert direct
control of all foreign trade. Thus the haijin #2% policy to stop Chinese from
going overseas to trade with the foreigners while allowing foreigners to come under
tributary conditions. The system was tightly regulated, and that kept the trade limited.
However, the enterprising people of Guangdong and Fujian never allowed these rules
to get too much in the way. They continued with their private trading and much of
that was decried as “piracy,” or as “illegal”. Those who were caught trading without
permission were heavily punished.

Ironically, as mentioned earlier, it was also during the Ming period that the
southerners were reawakened to the power of the north as the source of Chinese
civilization. Their scholarly classes, the + R FKFES had been denied direct access

to the ancient sites of wisdom for centuries but were now heading to the power
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centre in Beijing for imperial service. However, other southerners — the merchants,
the workers, even the peasants, and the fishermen — were less impressed. They
were aware that their wellbeing did not lie in the north but benefitted more from
trading overseas and inviting foreigners to bring more trade to their ports. It was
clearly in their interest to welcome them and to be adventurous and go to foreign
parts whenever they could.

A dichotomous outlook emerged that differentiated the southern upper classes
that looked north for sources of authenticity and political power from the non-literati
who were more attracted to wealth-making developments both within and outside
the empire. During the course of the Ming, China changed in unexpected ways.
Its peoples were not only being reintegrated in a unified fianxia, there were also
significant gaps growing between those southern literati who depended on servicing
northern interests and the increasingly venturesome southern merchants, artisans and
peasants who were endlessly enterprising and outward-looking. The latter had become
great risk-takers, and remain so today; they continued to do what they believed were
in their interest and what they thought they could do best. There was a changing
perspective in the south among people who saw their future in developing fruitful

relationships with agencies across the seas.

Modern Directions

Let me now come to new developments in China’s south. Since the beginning
of the twentieth century, the Chinese republic has modelled itself on the West in
significant ways. At the same time, generations of leaders also hope to retain as
much as possible of the best of Chinese culture. As a result, a host of tensions and
contradictions have troubled the Chinese people for the past hundred and twenty years.

All that time, the people have also undergone civil wars pitching the south against
the north and suffered invasion by the Japanese who moved southwards from their
bases in Korea and Manchukuo. Throughout that time, most Chinese faced intense
uncertainties concerning their identity as Chinese. It began when the new republican
state moved away from the idea of China as the centre of tianxia K| that was
territorially manifested in Qin-Han imperial power by stressing political unification
yitongtianxia —#Hi K T . In their last efforts to reform the dynastic system, the Qing
government abandoned the examination system based largely on the Confucian classics

as interpreted by Zhu Xi. With that came the decline and fall of the traditional
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literati; new generations of students were liberated to look elsewhere for enlightenment
and preferment, notably in the sciences, in commerce and in industrial enterprises.

This made the first decades of the 20th century some of the most intellectually
alive years in Chinese history. The period could be compared to the Spring-and-
Autumn and Warring States centuries of “Hundred Flowers blooming and Hundred
School competing, HACEE L, 2K F. The Chinese seeking to modernise were
exposed to new ideas from outside, particularly from the West, that would enable
them to make China progressive and ultimately as good as, if not better than, the
imperialist powers that had been dominating the Chinese. That became part of a
new national consciousness that also sought to revive a sense of pride in Chinese past
achievements. What emerged was something like the “China dream” that Chinese
leaders from Sun Yat-sen down to Xi Jinping were to share, a dream to become as
modern as possible without losing the values that made them Chinese. That grew to
become a search for the right balance between heritage and progress that has engaged
some of the best minds in the country for the past century.

At the core of the dream was the integration of the new Chinese nation H14£
FUJE, still an ongoing process much debated among the leaders. However, one new
trend saw the rise of enterprising southerners in the coastal cities. These were people
who had different attitudes towards economic opportunities, not least overseas. Most
of them had long been in communication with adventurous foreigners and keenly
aware of what modern development required. With the literati out of power, they
could push for new ways to help the country’s rejuvenation. The integration ideal
allowed them to rise to national prominence and gave them the chance to lead the
country’s economic development.

The challenges were great in the midst of civil wars followed by the Japanese
invasion. The modernizing economic leaders were then seen as closely associated
with foreign capitalist enterprises and were severely handicapped. Among young
idealists, this enabled loud anti-imperialist voices to help the Chinese Communist
Party to victory in 1949. Among the new political elites who established the People’s
Republic, the struggle to redefine the new China led leaders like Mao Zedong to
adopt extreme revolutionary goals that included discarding the past and starting afresh
to attain a socialist tianxia. This “cultural revolution” reversed much of the earlier
modernization efforts with paralyzing consequences to the economy. For a while, it

was like a return to the traditional formula of northern political and military elites
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dictating the fate of Chinese lives, thus returning the enterprising southerners to their
customary peripheral role.

In retrospect, when the People’s Republic faced the high tensions of the Cold
War, China’s eastern and southern coasts had become the frontline of international
enmity. The contest between militant communism and a defensive post-imperialist
capitalism had triggered hot wars in Korea and Vietnam along China’s borders. The
challenges of decolonization in the south were particularly volatile and China’s south
once again came into focus. The Vietnam War had highlighted how painful this period
of nation building was for all the countries in Southeast Asia. However, in addition
to the ideological battles, new sources of contention surfaced when rival claims were
made over the reefs and islands of the South China Sea that were rich with natural
resources. China’s claims in that zone soon came to be seen as potential threats to
the security and sovereign rights of several new nations there.

The new China after 1949 struggled to keep its ports open to foreign trade in
the face of American naval power that supported the defeated Nationalists who had
retreated to the island of Taiwan. The alternative was to turn inwards and look to
overland help from the Soviet Union. Mao Zedong went so far as to move China’s
major industrial capacities from the coastal cities into the interior. This might have
reduced China’s vulnerability but it ultimately also became a source of tension
between the Chinese and their Soviet “big brother”. The result was that, for three
decades, national development was determined by continental and security demands
and economic grown that could have benefitted from having the coastal areas kept
open were severely constrained. Here only the exceptional policy towards the British
colony of Hong Kong provided China with access to the global economy when most
of the country was closed.

Deng Xiaoping’s decision to open up the economy B/ to the outside
world was ultimately based on the simple idea that the modern market economy
was primarily maritime. Ever since the 18th century, developments under capitalism
were most successful when it utilized the open seas, especially after the Atantic,
Indian and Pacific Oceans were inter-connected. This had given the countries of the
North Adlantic great advantages, and most of their economic growth came from the
industrial and technological inventions that took advantage of the seas to reach out
in every direction.

This was the maritime global, a much more enduring system than the earlier

continental global that the Mongols had tried to establish. I do not know whether
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Deng Xiaoping had arrived at his conclusion by reflecting on the long duree of
historical change, or whether he was simply turning away from the ambitions of
Mao Zedong that turned out to be economically disastrous. Whatever its origins,
Deng Xiaoping’s decision was game-changing. By recognizing how much the market
economy depended on an open maritime outlook, he enabled China to develop at
an astonishing speed in the last forty years. There is no question that his reform
policies marked a truly a great leap forward and China’s southerners played a vital
role in that transformation.

This is something that the people in China’s south had long understood but
never had the power to act upon. Nor had there been the kind of leadership that
could inspire a totally new orientation towards the outside world. Hundreds of years
earlier, Song rulers did support a maritime opening, but only in a defensive way
and opened up the economy mainly for the revenues the trade generated to fill the
imperial coffers. The Mongols opened the port further but had their own continental
agenda. As for the Ming and Qing rulers, political power moved decisively northwards
and neither empire took any initiatives to encourage the entrepreneurial southerners.

Deng Xiaoping’s southern tour Nanxun Fii¥ in 1992 was a dramatic climax to
his reform programme. It certainly gave a great boost to entrepreneurs everywhere.
It was also something of a turning point in Chinese history when it became clear
that the national integration in the PRC now meant that northern Chinese joined
those in the south with equal enthusiasm to open the economy further. Some may
now argue that he also opened up the country to problems he did not foresee, for
example, the corruption of the Communist Party’s senior cadres and the lack of moral
compass found among so many Chinese people today. Both examples might have
been the inevitable consequences of opening up quickly at a time when the whole
country was in a state of confusion after decades of tight closure. Although that was
unfortunate, it does not negate the fact that the transformative changes he inspired
have brought great benefits to most of the people of China.

I should mention one other consequence that deeply affects China’s south. For
the first time in history, the Chinese can say that they need extended naval power
to protect their widespread economic interests. It is not surprising that China’s
maritime outreach has become central to its future economic development. Although
highly centralized political power remains in Beijing, the dynamism of the country’s
entrepreneurs comes mainly from the kind of openness that southerners have practiced

for centuries. They are the ones who have long known how to maximize benefits
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from their outgoing endeavours. It is no wonder that they continue to expect the

political leadership in the north to appreciate their contributions.

South Beyond China’s Borders

When China looks at the challenges ahead, it is not always clear what is the
most dangerous for its future development. Its economy remains on track although
many experts see the need for urgent readjustments after growing so fast for forty
years. But others are concerned that there be more political reforms to give people
room to participate in public affairs and the freedom to experiment and innovate.
Many also stress the fact that the majority of people live in the interior far from the
coastal regions and did not gain as much from the rapid developments of the past
decades. They are keenly conscious that the country’s borders that were extended by
the Manchus deep into Central Asia now means that more than two-thirds of its
borders are continental. However successful the opening to the sea has enabled China’s
economy to develop, the people must not forget that their enemies had traditionally
come from overland.

Throughout their history, the Chinese have found their long continental borders
difhicult to defend and never found a reliable solution to the problem. Their efforts
to defend the borders along the Great Wall were eventually futile, never successful in
keeping their adversaries out for long. Today, the land borders are much longer and
some of the fourteen different countries China shares them with are not particularly
friendly. Although the borders appear under control, the country has to be alert to
minimize the uncertainties over its land borders while seeking to keep the seaways
open. They are only too aware that the naval powers of the world are allied to watch
China’s every move at sea. Most Chinese remember how China was forced open after
a series of defeats by foreign naval power. The lessons from history still resonate with
their leaders, especially those dedicated to the country’s defences.

China’s south is now more open than ever, and yet the tradition of wanting
it controlled to some extent remains strong, certainly among those with political
power in Beijing who are always sensitive to any threat to their right to rule. The
overland issues will not go away because the land borders remain a vulnerable zone.
The Chinese Communist Party leaders will always be alert to changes there. Thus
they would not want to give too much weight in their efforts to keep the coastal

areas and sea-lanes open and neglect their continental insecurities.
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I stress this point here because it helps to explain what is the biggest and most
visionary idea that has come out of China in the past few years. That is the “One Belt
One Road” idea or Belt Road Initiative (BRI) that political leaders and enterprising
corporations see as one that offers many opportunities for future economic growth.
However, the key feature of the BRI is that it is both overland and maritime across
the wide expanse of the Old World. It is a carefully considered juxtaposition of land
and sea strategies by China’s leaders and marks their understanding that a balanced
approach is essential to advance their long-term interests.

The ancient overland “silk road” and the ocean highways are the two sides of
the vision that demands that an integrated China remains in control when dealing
with both directions at the same time. Nevertheless, there is a key distinction between
the overland half to the west and north and the overseas half that is east and south.
The Chinese know their history well, so they expect that the challenges that face
each half would be qualitatively different. Here I shall concentrate on China’s south
and simply describe the overland Silk Road trade as having been a financial burden
after the end of the Mongol empire and that today’s China would not expect this
half to pay for itself. It is instructive to see how quickly, at the end of the Cold War,
China moved to initiate the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and offer trade and
investment to several of the Central Asian countries. It was obvious that the new set
of interstate relations was meant to achieve geopolitical advantage and that such goals
would eventually attract the region’s immediate neighbours. For that to work well, it
would be even more important for the overseas half of the BRI to produce surpluses
to help underwrite the costs of continental security. It is in that context that the
maritime road linking China to East Asia and Southeast Asia and across the Indian
Ocean to the eastern Africa would have to be not only viable but also profitable.

Let me now focus on China’s south and the role it is expected to play. There
is a better understanding today of how vital the seas have become for the Chinese
economy. In particular, there is growing awareness of the potential centrality of
Southeast Asia. This region had consisted of independent trading kingdoms and
autonomous port-cities and later of territories dominated by the West, but today
are countries engaged in building new nation-states out of states demarcated largely
by colonial borders. The leaders of each of these states are committed to protect the
country’s sovereignty, with several closely connected with the United States and its
allies. Among their citizenry, there is great determination to defend their national

borders. The exhilaration rising out of the feeling that a new era has dawned is widely
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shared. Although the course of nation building has exposed a variety of tensions within
and without, the leaders have came together as members of a regional association to
safeguard their interests against big power rivalries involving countries like the United
States, China, India, and Japan.

This region is exceptional because it had a complex history of being highly
diverse and had regularly fragmented into small polities. Hence for the countries to
come together as they have done did not happen easily. It began during the Vietnam
War when Southeast Asia was sharply divided into two main parts. The countries
fearful of the domino effect by which a communist victory in Vietnam would lead
the others to fall under communist control one after another pushed Thailand and
four maritime states into a regional Association of Southeast Asian Nations, ASEAN.
After the war ended and Vietnam was reunited, ASEAN learnt afresh how to be
neutral between the superpowers and play a useful role for the region.

During the bitter conflict between Vietnam and Cambodia, both China and
ASEAN intervened on the side of Cambodia. This led China to reassess its policies
towards the association to see how it could work to keep its members friendly, in
particular, to dampen Indonesian suspicions and resume diplomatic relations. By the
time the Cold War ended in the 1990s, the conditions were so changed that it became
possible for all ten states to set aside their differences. In 1999, to the satisfaction of
the interested big powers, all four anti-capitalist states on the mainland had agreed
to join the six anti-communist others to make ASEAN a fully representative regional
organization.

It was now a different China that was globally engaged with the maritime market
economy that effectively connected it with Western Europe and the United States.
It moved quickly to propose an ASEAN-China Free Trade Area and also readily
supported other initiatives that brought ASEAN commercial interests closer to China’s
own. Events moved fast from then on. I had mentioned earlier the rival claims by
China and five ASEAN members over the reefs and islands of the South China Sea.
For years, these claims had attracted the attention only of international lawyers and
oil companies. But following the dramatic growth of its economy declared in 2010
as the world’s second largest, the quality and quantity of its maritime interests and
naval forces, and also its obvious determination to gain control of their claims, China’s
activities drew the United States to insist on the freedom of navigation for all shipping.

China’s south thus led to a web of multiple interests that had begun as separate

disputes between China and some ASEAN neighbours and then involved legal expertise,
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and finally included powerful global powers like the United States and its allies. For
China, this is a long way from its traditional positions in the south. It had shared the
Nanhai or South China Sea with numerous maritime interests for millennia. The sea
had been no more than common fishing grounds and also throughways for merchants
to and from China and no polity had made claims on any of its features. It was
only in 1947 that the Nationalist government produced a boundary map affirming
China’s claims, a map that the PRC inherited and reproduced in their maps thereafter.

This south is now central to future economic development and keeping the
waters secure for China’s maritime linkages today has never been as important. For
the first time in history, the south is an existential problem for its national interests.
There are at least three dimensions in which all this is new.

Firstly, China understands that the dynamism in economic globalization depends
a great deal on entrepreneurs and financiers as well as the inventive industrialists
who were always better appreciated in China’s south. Today Chinese leaders would
strongly support them to manoeuvre the BRI in this south to ensure that the economy
remains healthy and profitable. Secondly, the region that is wrapped much of the way
around the South China Sea had never been united before. This is not to suggest
that ASEAN is now united on all matters of common interest. Its members are still
struggling to find their way to become more united on several key issues. But the
fact that the association has come this far without any serious breakdown in relations
is remarkable. It is clear that they fully understand how important it is for them to
succeed in doing more together.

Thirdly, the South China Sea has become a source of tension between the United
States and China. Thus the subject involves countries outside the region, including
US allies Japan and Australia and some countries of the European Union. The sea
is now entangled in the US reaction to China’s rise as a global economic power.
This rivalry could lead to the countries in the region having to choose sides at some
point in the future. It is in China’s interest to keep the region united and not break
up into partisan actors in the rivalry that seem unavoidable. When the Americans
redefined their strategic concerns by moving the goalpost from the Asia-Pacific to
the Indo-Pacific, it made Southeast Asia even more central to the competing powers
involved. As a result, what the Chinese do at sea has become more than ever the
subject of alarmist speculation, again something that China has never experienced

in the south before.
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All these are new problems in China’s south and southern Chinese could be
expected to have bigger roles to play in the future as China’s leaders navigate through
the challenges ahead. The region of Southeast Asia itself also faces changes to its
strategic role because of its inter-ocean location. ASEAN would have to learn to
respond quickly to the intensified activity to come. When key leaders of the world
met in Singapore at the 2018 ASEAN conference, they dealt with a wider range of
issues than ever before. No one knows how the region can help to resolve some of
the threats to peace and prosperity that more countries now face. Regular meetings
among them may not be enough if either China or the US insists that a neutral
ASEAN would be unhelpful.

Clearly, China’s south has become more complicated than ever. Its peoples who
have long understood the demands of coastal and maritime development are now also
immersed in the overland economies of ASEAN’s border zones. In addition, millions
of southern Chinese have settled in Southeast Asia during the past two centuries. How
they have become integral parts of the region’s populace could add further dimensions
to how China understands and deals with the region’s local national leaders.

The final point to make is that ASEAN is now being re-envisaged as a strategic
zone for all the powers. This is because the global economic dynamism that had been
centred in the North Adantic for the past two centuries is moving to this part of
the world. That shift had begun by spreading westwards into the Pacific Ocean after
the end of the Second World War. Since then, even more significant shifts have been
eastwards from Europe to the Indian Ocean. China’s Belt and Road Initiative looks
like ensuring that that economic dynamism could make this region the zone where
future decisive actions are going to take place.

This is reflected in the US decision to redefine their key strategic interests as located
in the Indo-Pacific. The two oceans have always been where the Asians were trading
for millennia, where the exchange of ideas, cultures and goods has been conducted
under conditions of relative peace. Those trading relationships show how the region
was enriched. A better understanding of that history might help its peoples restore
some of the conditions that made that possible. Of course, the American strategic
decision to name the Indo-Pacific as the strategic zone of their ultimate interests
places the region in a different framework. Taken together with the economic shift
from the North Atlantic, Southeast Asia as the only region that faces both oceans
would become strategically more significant than ever. And this region, although not

part of China, is certainly part of China’s south.
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The Spirit of Tan Kah Kee and China’s
Belt and Road Initiative

Yen Ching-hwang*

an Kah Kee died in Beijing in August 1961, and his passing is about six
decades ago. On the surface, it seems that he had nothing to do with Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), yet his legacy is profound and lasting, and his spirit lasts for
generations among the Overseas Chinese as well as the Chinese in the mainland. This
paper is to explore the relationship between Tan Kah Kee’s spirit and the BRI that was
proposed by president Xi Jinping of China in 2013 in Kazakhstan and Indonesia.’

Tan Kah Kee and Dr. Sun Yat-sen

Tan Kah Kee was born in 1874, 8 years younger than Dr.Sun Yat-sen (1866).
They belonged to the same generation bearing the imprint of the age when the powerful
swallowed the weak under the influence of Social-Darwinism. Western imperialist
powers carved up the world into colonies and sphere of influence: in Africa, Pacific
and Asia where they occupied the lands, oppressed the people and plundered their
resources. Since 1842 after the defeat of China in the infamous Opium War, the

: Yen Ching-hwang, Emeritus Professor, Department of History, School of Humanities, The University
of Adelaide.

" Yen Ching-hwang is also referred to as Ching-hwang Yen. This paper is based on my keynote speech
delivered in Chinese at the “Bridging and Discovering: 2018 Tan Kah Kee International Forum” held
at Berjaya Times Square Hotel, Kuala Lumpur Manhattan V, on 6™ October, 2018. The forum was
organized by the Tan Kah Kee Foundation (Malaysia).
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door of China was forced open. The inept and corrupted Manchu regime failed to
confront the invaders, ending in repeated defeats. China was forced to cede territories
and paid heavy indemnities for its defeats. At the same time, the rise of Japan which
had traditionally borrowed Chinese culture and systems since 7™ century, aggravated
the crisis of China. The Meiji Restoration in 1868 saw Japan embracing Western
culture and systems that increased substantially its strength and power. The rising
Japan followed the footsteps of the western imperialist powers, encroaching upon
China’s territories, and posting an immediate threat to Chinas survival. It was in
this age of rising imperialism that Sun Yat-sen and Tan Kah Kee were born. How
would they face the challenge of their age, and how would they choose the paths that
helped to save China. These are the topics that interest us, and are the concerns of
this paper. Influenced by his family and educational background, Sun had a broader
view of the world and he had adopted a political means to save China by advocating
the overthrow of the crumbling Manchu regime by force, and as well the overthrow
of the traditional Chinese feudal system that lasted for thousands of years. Yet Tan
Kah Kee had taken a different path by advocating the salvation of China through
the development of industry and education.

Tan Kah Kee and Sun Yat-sen were great men of their time. They were both
inspirational with courage and sense of responsibility. They were determined to put
their ideas into action by carrying out what they had considered important to rescue
the nation. Both were strong and resilient in pursuing their goals. They had overcome
many problems and persisted with great courage. Their deeds have set good examples
for the Chinese and Overseas Chinese to follow for generations. Tan Kah Kee passed

away on 12 August,1961 at the age of 87.

The Moulding of Tan Kah Kee’s Character

The study of the moulding of Tan Kah Kee’s character is the starting point for
our exploration into his spirit. Old Chinese saying goes that “Heroes are made by
their time and age”. Tan Kah Kee was born in an age of imperialism that China
faced the problem of survival as a sovereign state. Many other Chinese also possessed
the same idea to save China. But those who were prepared to put their ideas into
practice were rare, Tan Kah Kee was one of them. Of course, the character of a
person is always moulded or conditioned by his time, but this does not necessarily
lead to a natural conclusion. He needed self-conscious and self-disciplined efforts to

reach his goal.
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Tan Kah Kee was neither born in a bureaucratic family, nor a rich and powerful
landlord family. He had not been brought up with a silver spoon, spoiled and
undisciplined. His father, Tan Kee Pek, was a successful merchant in Singapore,
but he had started another family unit on the island. The second wife was fond of
luxurious life. Tan Kee Pek neglected his business that led to the decline of family’s
forcune. However, Tan Kah Kee was born and bred in a village of Tong An district
in southern Fujian where he experienced hardship due to the poverty of the village.
He started to attend a local Sishu, a traditional Chinese school, that forced students
to recite Trimetrical Classic (San Zi Jing) and Four Books (Sishu, including Daxue,
Zhongyong, Menzi and Lunyu) without much comprehension. It was until his age
of 13 and 14 that he had the chance to read “The Annotation of the Four Books”
(Sishu zhujie) that he gradually understood the gist of the Chinese Classics. * However,
this traditional Confucian education laid Tan’s literary and linguistic foundation that
enabled him to educate himself in later life. Tan Kah Kee had a strong desire for
acquiring new knowledge. Apart from the knowledge of business, management and
related subjects, he was also eager to read books relating to culture and politics.” Tan
Kah Kee in his autobiography did not mention anything about his learning habit
and his quest for knowledge, but his youngest son, Tan Kok Kheng, has recalled
the learning habit of his father. He said “My father is fond of learning, he spent his
leisure hours in reading. When he was elected director of Ee Ho Hean, a famous
Chinese businessmen club in Singapore, he set up a small library on the third floor,
and purchased famous Chinese collections such as “Si Ku Bei Yao” (VY FE£5 85 |
“Wan You Wen Ku” (75 3 JE) and “Dongfang Za Zhi” (%77 4% &) for members
to read. But he himself was fond of reading the “San Guo Zhi” (=& .* 'This

passage provides evidence that Tan Kah Kee was fond of learning and was inquisitive

See Tan Kah Kee, “Reminiscence of my Personal Industry”, In Tan Kah Kee, “Nangiao Huiyi lu”
(Reminiscence of my Life and Activities in the Chinese Communities in Southeast Asia, thereafter, Tan
Kah Kee: My Autobiography), (Global Publishing Co. Inc. New Jersey, Singapore and London), Vol. 2,
p. 479.

Although we have no direct evidence to prove Tan Kah Kee was a book lover and read widely with
knowledge of many fields, we can gain the impression from his writings and his public speeches. For
Tan’s speeches he made in the pre-war period, see Yong Ching Fatt (Yang Jinfa), Zhangian Chen Jiageng
yanlun shiliao yu fenxi (Tan Kah Kee in pre-war Singapore: Selected Documents and Analysis) (Singapore,
South Seas Society, 1980).

See Tan Kok Kheng (Chen Guogqing), “My Father Tan Kah Kee”, in Zhongguo renmin zhengzhi xieshang

huiyi quanguo weiyuanhui wenshi ziliao weiyuanhui, et.al. (eds.), Huiyi Chen Jiageng (In Memory of

Tan Kah Kee) (Beijing, Wenshi ziliao chubanshe, 1984), p. 56.
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of knowledge. The book he was most fond of reading was the San Guo Zhi which
was the official records of the Three Kingdoms. The book was later rewritten into a
famous historical novel of San Guo Yanyi (The Romance of the Three Kingdoms)
by Luo Guan Zhong. Tan Kah Kee’s knowledge of Chinese classics enabled him to
read and comprehend the official records of the Three Kingdoms. This helped him
to understand the complex human relationship that would benefit him for working
out business strategy and tactics. In addition, the “Wan You Wenku” was a Chinese
encyclopaedia containing all kinds of information relating to history, geography,
astronomy, economics and politics. Tan Kah Kee would greatly benefit from these
references. Moreover, the “Dong Fang Zazhi” (Oreintal Magazine) was a famous
Chinese magazine published in Shanghai. It brought out news, current affairs, and
commentaries on Chinese and world economies and politics. This enabled Tan to
comprehend Chinese current politics, economics and social conditions that can be
used in his decision on business, management and other affairs.

Hard working and thrift were two other elements of Tan Kah Kee’s character. Of
course, diligence and thrift are always considered to be two virtues of Chinese people.
But it does not mean every Chinese has possessed such virtues. An old Chinese saying
that “Diligence and thrift are the foundation for building a prosperous family and
a strong nation” is easy to say but harder to put into practice. To perpetuate these
Chinese virtues is even harder. It is determined by the character and personality of
the individuals. For those who came from poor families strifing for success, it would
be easy for them to work hard and be thrifty in order to save a sum of money as
capital; but it was rare who still maintained diligence and thrift after having become
rich and powerful. Tan Kah Kee was one of those rare ones. According to Tan Kok
Kheng’s recollection, Tan Kah Kee wake up early in the morning at 5.30 a.m. After
taking a warm bath at 6.00 a.m. he had his breakfast at 6.30 a.m. At 7.00 a.m. he
and Kok Keng set out to inspect his rubber manufactory at Sumbawa. At that time,
there were over 6,000 male and female workers at the manufactory. At 12 noon, Tan
Kah Kee convened a meeting of seven directors who would report the production of
their own departments, and would discuss their weekly production quotas. He left
the manufactory for home at 5.00 p.m.” Tan Kah Kee maintained his diligent habit
working assiduously for his business, his community and nation.

Thrift as a virtue is even harder to keep. It is easy for one to be thrifty when

he strifes for success. He is determined to reduce expenses in order to accumulate

> Ibid., p. 54.
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capital for reinvestment. But it would be difficult to maintain a simple life when he
becomes rich and prosperous. As Chinese saying goes, “It is easier to change a life style
from simple to luxurious, but it is harder to change from luxurious to simple” (you
jian ru she yi, you she ru jian nan). But Tan Kah Kee was an exception. According
to Tan Kok Kheng’s recollection again, his father was extremely thrifty. He did not
have 5 dollars in his pocket, and he never wished to waste a cent. He never visited
Chinese restaurants or coffee shops near the Yee Hoe Hian club.The year 1925 was
the peak of Tan Kah Kee’s business, his combined earnings amounted to 8 million
Strait dollars, and he emerged as one of the richest Chinese in Southeast Asia. But
he still maintained a simple life style. He also demanded his wife and children to
do the same.’

By contrast, his contemporary and a very wealthy Chinese businessman, Oei
Tiong Ham (35113 of Dutch East Indies (modern day Indonesia) enjoyed his wealth
in extreme luxury. Oei who was nicknamed “The King of Sugar” in Southeast Asia,
was a man of all seasons with a wide range of interest. He was fond of good life
and enjoyed entertainments in a grand manner. Like many Overseas Chinese tycoons
of his time, he had eight wives and lived in a majestic mansion with at least of 40
household servants under the control of a Malay butler. He was romantic and fond
of gambling. He loved luxurious lifestyle with three separate kitchens employing good
chefs for catering fine Chinese, French and local cuisines. He loved to throw lavish
dinner parties and rubbed shoulders with Dutch dignitaries.”

Tan Kah Kee’s persistence in his lifestyle of diligence and thrift was an important
factor for his success in life, the former allowed him to have more time to deal with
his business and his service to the community and nation; the latter enabled him to
accumulate capital faster for the development of his business enterprise.

Trustworthiness and perseverance were another two virtues of Tan Kah Kee. The
former was important for him to conduct his business and render community service.
He would have lost his credibility and had difficulty in gaining trust in business
world if he was not trustworthy. On the other hand, the latter was the secret of his

success. He persevered in all of his endeavours and reaped great success. Tan Kah

¢ Ibid., pp. 53-55.

7 See Oei Hui Lan, “Reminiscences”, in Yoshihara Kunio (ed.), Oei Tiong Ham Concern: The First Business
Empire of Southeast Asia (Kyoto, the Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University, 1989), p.
33; Yen Ching-hwang, “Tan Kah Kee and Oei Tiong Ham: A Comparative Study of Overseas Chinese
Entrepreneurs”, in Leo Suryadinata (ed.), Tan Kah Kee and Lee Kong Chian in the Making of Modern
Singapore and Malaysia (Singapore, Chinese Heritage Centre, 2010), p. 64.
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Kee not only advocated these virtues, but also encouraged other people to follow. In
the Jimei high school founded by him, he and his brother, Tan Kheng Hean, erected
a tablet on which two words “Cheng, Yi” (Trustworthiness and Perseverance) were
inscribed as school motto.® This was obviously aimed at fostering the virtues among
the students of Jimei of whom Tan Kah Kee had rested his high hope in contributing
to the community and nation.

Throughout his life, Tan Kah Kee successfully applied his perseverance to his
business, service to the community and the nation. He had overcome problems of
various kinds. He was not fearful of failures but persevered to the end. This superb
perseverance was a major factor for his success in life. In 1934 when his business
empire collapsed and his Tan Kah Kee Company was winding up, he still persisted
to support the Jimei group of schools and the Xiamen University. He also persisted
to render services to the Chinese community and China. In April of the same year,
he was invited by the “Oriental Magazine” (Dongfa Zazhi) of Shanghai to contribute
an article on his life story as part of the celebration of its 30" anniversary. He chose
the title of his article as “Those who feared failure are shamless” (weiju shibai cai shi
kechi). He in fact borrowed a famous dictum from Henry Ford, the famous American
“King of Motor Vehicles”. The dictum runs that failure in business endeavours is
not shameful, but the fear of failure is really shameful. Henry Ford was a renowned
American entrepreneur who started the manufacturing of motor cars in 1903, but
he experienced up and down in business. However, he persevered and became the
king of modern motor vehicles. Tan Kah Kee was inspired by Henry Ford, and was
later nicknamed “The Henry Ford of the East”.

Sense of mission and duty are important for any great men throughout history.
The big names in modern Chinese history such as Sun Yat-sen, Mao Zedong and
Deng Xiaoping, had invariably possessed these qualities. Of course, there were other
people who were prepared to dedicate their lives to the society and nation, but those
who can practise the famous dictum of Fan Zhongyan, a famous Chinese high-ranking
official of the Song dynasty, that “to worry about the fate of the nation before other
people, and to enjoy life after other people” (xian tianxia zhiyou eryou, hou tianxia
zhile erle) were rare. In this small group of elite who could sense the crisis of the

nation and were prepared to stand out to fight, and to persist their stance without

¥ See Hong Shinong (ed.), Xiamen Jimei zhongxue (The Jimei High School of Xiamen City) (Beijing,
Renmin jiaoyu chubanshe, 1998), front page, no page number.
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fear and vacillation. Tan Kah Kee belonged to this small group of elite who were

prepared to sacrifice themselves for the benefits of the society and the nation.

“Industry to rescue the Nation” (Shiye jiuguo) and the “To strengthen
the Chinese Race” (Zhenxing Zhonghua)

Strengthening the Chinese race was the dream of Chinese people for more than
a century. The defeat of China in the hands of Japanese in the First Sino-Japanese
war in 1895 shocked millions of the Chinese (including the Overseas Chinese)as
the greatest humiliation suffered by China. From their perspectives, a great Chinese
empire was humbled by a small nation like Japan which had traditionally borrowed
Chinese culture since the Sui and Tang dynasties in 7* century. Since 1868 Japan
abandoned Chinese culture and looked to the west. It began to industrialize on the
western model that laid the foundation for building a powerful empire. In 1895,
after 27 years of its modernization, Japan succeeded to defeat a crumbling Chinese
empire, and emerged as a power in East Asia. The defeat of China in the 1895 war
awakened those far-sighted Chinese who saw the crisis was looming. This included
the Overseas Chinese who had more direct contacts with foreigners and were aware
of the danger that China had faced. For that reason, some Overseas Chinese leaders
were prepared to use industry to strength China. The Chinese in Southeast Asia that
constituted the majority of all Overseas Chinese, took the lead. The first Overseas
Chinese in Southeast Asia to initiate this move was Chen Qiyuan who in 1872
invested several tens of thousands to start a mechine-driven silk-reeling factory in
the Nanhai district of Guangdong province. The name chosen for this factory was “Ji
Chang Long Machine-driven silk-recling Company” (Ji Chang Long chaoshi chang).’
Twenty years later (1892), Zhang Bishi (or Romanized as Chang Pi-shih, or known
generally to the west as Thio Thiau Siat) - a wealthy Chinese business man of Dutch
East Indies, spent more than three million dollars to start a modern winery in Chefoo
(port Yantai) of Shandong province with a trade name of Zhang Yu Wine company

o , . . . 10
that set the beginning of Chinese wine-making with modern western technology.

? See Lin Jinzhi, “Jindai huaqiao touzi guonei qiye kailun” (An Introduction to the Overseas Chinese
Investments in China) (Xiamen, Xiamen university press, 1988), p. 6.

" Ibid. For the details of aims and arguments for the founding of the Zhang Yu Wine Company in Chefoo
(Yantai), see Michael R. Godley, The Mandarin-capitalists from Nanyang: Overseas Chinese enterprise in
the modernization of China, 1893-1911 (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1981), pp. 84-86;
Kuang Guoxiang, Pin-cheng san-ji (Anecdotal History of Penang), p. 102.
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Tan Kah Kee founded his first pineapple canning company, Xin Li Chuan
GHr A1) in 1904, about 20 or 30 years later than Chen Qiyuan and Zhang Bishi.
But he founded the company in Singapore, his resident city, instead of his home
town in Tong An or nearby port Xiamen. However, they shared the same aims of
strengthening China’s economy. Tan recollected that the massive capital he spent on the
rubber manufactory was motivated by a belief in strengthening China. In his article
published in 1934, he stated: “The twentieth century is a century of rubber, the newly
emerging state like Japan has founded more than a hundred rubber manufactories,
not to mention those countries in Europe and America that had founded a large
number of rubber manufactories, but China is just starting. Singapore is the home
of rubber production, and it is located geographically not too far from China. Tens
of thousands of Chinese earned their living there. Starting a big rubber manufactory
here would provide employment for our people, and would also foster talented people
in chemistry, engineering and technology." What he meant in this statement is that
rubber manufacturing could promote the development of China’s industry and could
help train the experts needed.

Tan Kah Kee was neither trained in modern economics, nor business management,
but he had gained the knowledge of business and industry from Chinese sources.
More importantly, his practical experience made him aware that manufacturing was
a major source of massive profits. In managing his father’s rice shop in retailing and
distribution, he had only learned how to run the rice business; though yielding good
profits, it was restricted geographically to British Malaya and some parts of Southeast
Asia. Since the industrial revolution in England in late 18" century, manufacturing
which belonged to the secondary production, began to replace the primary production
in agricultural products. The manufacturing goods travelled fast and wide.

When Tan Kah Kee started his own business in 1904, he chose pineapple
canning with which he had some experience. He began to understand the benefits
of this industry: lower capital and flexibility in supply that could be paid on credit,
the product which was driven by market could be standardised and produced in large
volume. Further, the return of profits in the international market was substantial and

fast.”” In his pineapple canning industry, he had mastered the strategy of “Vertical

" See Tan Kah Kee, “Weiju shibai cai shi kechi” (Those who fear the failure are really shameful), in Tan
Kah Kee, “Chen Jiageng Yanlun ji” (Collections of Tan Kah Kee’s Speeches), p. 17.

" See Tan Kah Kee, , “Reminiscence of my Personal Industry”, in “Tan Kah Kee: My Autobiography”,
(Global Publishing Co. Inc. New Jersey, Singapore and London), Vol. 2, pp. 486-487.

‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 28 @

9/16/2019 9:27:29 AM‘ ‘



‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 29 @ 9/16/2019 9:27:29AM‘ ‘

Trim Size: 7 x 9.75 in FA Reading

‘The Spirit of Tan Kah Kee and China’s Belt and Road Initiative 29

integration” that effectively integrated the supply, production and marketing together
to maximize the profits. He noticed that the supply of pineapples came mainly from
the pineapple estates in Singapore and Malaya, which varied their quality and quantity,
while sales of the pineapple products were affected by the competition from other
manufacturers. Further, Tan was worried that the supply of pineapple risked exhaustion.
He overcame this problem by purchasing a 500 acres of primitive land for planting
pineapple. Within one year after clearing the land, he planted the pineapple at his
estate named “Fu Shan Yuan” (111t The Estate of Good Fortune). Thus, he had
the control of supply of the raw materials and assured its profits.

In addition to pineapple canning, he was also involved in the production of
crystal sugar. He bought white sugar from Java which was boiled for nine days and
turned into crystal sugar. He chose a name of the factory of “Ri Xin Hao” (Renew
Everyday), and its products were mainly sold in Hong Kong. He also founded a
factory for producing cooked rice with the name of “Heng Mei Rice Mill”. It was
to soak the rice in water for two days, and then steamed. The product was dried and
husked by machines. The cooked rice found a good market in India."

The full scale of Tan Kah Kee’s involvement in manufacturing had to wait until
1920 after World War 1. During the war, the markets of his major manufacturing
products, pineapple cans and cooked rice, were lost as result of disturbances and
military conflicts. Tan was forced to change his strategy. He started a shipping
company, and converted his pineapple factories into rubber factories producing rubber
sheets for feeding the war machines. But when the World War 1 was ended in 1918,
he had to change his strategy again to meet the changing economic situation. He
decided to convert the biggest rubber factory at Sumbawa, Singapore into a rubber
manufactory, producing a variety of rubber products such as raincoats, tennis balls,
various medical goods, rubber sheets, rubber umbrellas, sports shoes, boots, sleepers
and various kinds of rubber toys.14

Tan Kah Kee was short of knowledge in making consumer rubber products.
His experience in pineapple canning and making crystal sugar and cooked rice did not
render any help in his new endeavour. He had to start afresh from zero. He employed
British expert, Mr. T. Maxwell together with Italian, American and Japanese engineers

as advisers. Under their advice and supervision, he had overcome many problems in

" Ibid., pp. 488 & 490.

" See C.E Yong, Tan Kah-kee: The Making of an Overseas Chinese Legend (Singapore, Oxford University
Press, 1987), p. 57.
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rubber manufacturing.15 The manufactory produced a wide range of rubber products,
but the principal products were rubber shoes and tyres. The former included women’s
and men’s shoes, student shoes, sport shoes, tennis shoes and rubber boots. In 1927,
the manufactory produced 3.6 million pairs of shoes. The latter included tyres for
rickshaws, carriages, and most importantly tyres for motor cars. The factory used Dunlop
and Goodyear tyres as prototypes in trial production, but carried out innovation. '’
Tan Kah Kee also paid a great deal of attention to the technology in the
production of rubber goods. His rubber manufactory invested enormous sum of
money in research and development (R & D). It produced many new rubber products,
and secured six patents registered in Singapore.17 Apart from technical innovations,
Tan also focused on new marketing techniques of trade marks and brand. His Bell
Brand footwear and his trade marks of pineapples, axe, tiger and coconut tree were
popular among consumers who had helped his products to grow in domestic and
foreign markets. '° Tan Kah Kee also used modern media to promote his products.
He founded a modern Chinese newspaper named “Nanyang Siang Pau” (Nanyang
Commercial Daily) in Singapore with which he advertised his goods aggressively.
Constant exposure of his brand and trade marks left indelible imprints in the minds

of local and foreign consumers that deepened their confidence in Tan’s products.

“Education for the Salvation of China” and Tan Kah Kee’s “Spirit of
Patriotism”.

“Education for the Salvation of China” was Tan Kah Kee’s best-known deeds
among the Overseas Chinese and the Chinese in China. The investigation into the
motive of his action is the first step in our pursuit into the spirit of Tan Kah Kee.

According to the analysis of his authoritative work entitled “Tan Kah-kee: The Making

B See William Tai Yuen, Chinese Capitalism in Colonial Malaya, 1900-1941 (Selangor Darul Eshan,

Malaysia, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 2013), p. 237; Williamg Tai Yuen, The Historical Experience
of The Rise and fall of Tan Kah Kee’s Enterprise (Kuala Lumpur, Nantah Education and Research
Foundation, English Section) p. 11.

1o Ibid., English Section, pp. 13—14.

7 The six patents included 1, an improved method for making rubber soles and heels; 2, a new method for
making attache, suitcases, bags and trunks;3, an invention for manufacturing inner tubes and pneumatic
tyres direct from latex;4, a new method for making rubber-soled sandas; 5, the method of directly
attaching rubber soles to the shoe uppers without the sewing process; and 6, a collapsible airtight and
water-proof rubberized fabric container for biscuits and other food products. Ibid., p. 13.

** Ibid., p. 18.
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of an Overseas Chinese Legend”, Dr. Yong Ching Fatt of Flinders University of
South Australia, listed three major factors for Tan’s motives in his grand educational
enterprise. First, Tan witnessed the rural bankruptcy and underdeveloped educational
institution in southern Fujian when he visited his hometown in Tong An district. He
witnessed naked children running around without proper education. This stimulated
his thought that villages in southern Fujian would become backward and uncivilised
after a decade. Second, Tan Kah Kee was keenly aware that European and American
nations were rich and powerful because of their attention to the education, while
China was weak because of the lack of education for its citizens. He wished to
help make China strong through promotion of education. Third, Tan believed that
education was the foundation for Chinese and Overseas Chinese business enterprise,
for arming with modern knowledge of business and theories, Chinese businessmen
would be able to strengthen China as well as strengthening Chinese business enterprise
in Southeast Asia.”

Tan Kah Kee was born and bred in a village in southern Fujian where he had
witnessed the acute agrarian problems and the collapse of traditional Chinese education
system. He further witnessed uneducated Chinese children roaming the villages that
gave rise to his thoughts of promoting education to save the nation. He recalled that
the government In China was corrupt and inept that led to the impoverishment of
populace and a weak nation. This indirectly led to the negligence of education for
its citizens. As a result, rural Chinese teens were uneducated, and roaming in villages
naked. This situation could harm the local customs and undermine the future of the
nation. Tan promised that he would help develop education with all he could as the
duty of a citizen.”” In August 1933, at a tea party in welcoming male and female
football teams from Xiamen to Singapore, he repeated his motive of promoting
Chinese education by claiming: “Since the founding of the Chinese Republic in early
1912, I returned to my hometown Tong An to found the Jimei primary school. I
began to realise the backwardness of our education in Fujian as well as the shortage
of teachers... During the summer time, I took the initiative to tour around villages

in southern Fujian, witnessing the Chinese teens naked in groups. They had either

" See CF. Yong (ed.) “Zhanqian de Chen Jiageng yanlun shiliao yu fenxi” (Tan Kah Kee in pre-war
Singapore: Selected Documents and Analysis) (Singapore, South Seas Society, 1980), p. 13.
0 See Zhuang Mingli, “Daonian Chen Jiageng xiansheng” (In Memory of Mr. Tan Kah Kee), quoted in

Wang Zengbing, Yu Gang, “Chen Jiageng xingxue ji” (Records of Tan Kah Kee’s Promotion of Education)
(Fuzhou, Fujian jiaoyu chubanshe, 1981), pp. 17 & 32.
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playing around or gambling. I was told by the locals that this situation was created
since the old traditional schools (sishu) had ceased to exist without being replaced
by modern schools. I was telling myself if this condition persisted , would not they
become barbaric and uncivilised villages after a decade? This was the motive of my
devotion to the promotion of Chinese education.”’ Tan Kah Kee was shock to what
he had seen and heard. Thus he pledged to do his best to promote education for his
home town. But he had not yet linked the idea of promoting education with the
idea “to save China through education”.

The linking of these two ideas had to wait until his residency in Singapore.
In 1890 Tan Kah Kee arrived in Singapore at the age of 17. He started as apprentice
in his father’s rice shop. He was promoted to the position of manager after several
years' service. In 1904, he started his own business after settling his father’s business
debts. He had demonstrated his talent in doing business and emerged in business
circles in Singapore. He was involved in community service, especially in his own
Hokkien community on the island. He was actively involved in Hokkien education.
In 1906, he was one of the 110 founders of the Dao Nan primary school. Being
elected as a member of the fund-raising committee, he donated a sum of $1,000
to the building fund. *The Dao Nan primary school was commenced in 1907,
Tan Kah Kee was elected to the management board, and was later promoted to the
auditor. In 1911, he was elected as the director of the management board of the
Dao Nan school entrusted with the task of constructing a new school building. He
launched a fund-raising campaign with his own donation of a sum of $2,000 to set
good example. The campaign had successfully raised an amount of $40,000 that a
beautiful modern building was erected in Amenian Street, Singapore.23 Apart from

Dao Nan school, Tan Kah Kee also donated a large sum of money to support the
Ai Tong School and Chong Fu Girls" School.

*! This tea party was held at Ee Ho Hean club, Tan Kah Kee’s headquarters of his social activities in
Singapore. The speech was first published in Nanyang Siang Pau, 14" August, 1933; it was republished
in Tan Kah Kee, “Chen Jiageng Yanlun Ji” (Collections of Tan Kah Kee’s Speeches and Articles), pp.
45-46.

** See Lat Pau (Singapore), 13, 16 and 17 April, 1907; 7 May, 1907; 30 July, 1907; 30 December, 1907.

» See Yen Ching-hwang, “Zhangian Xinma Minren jiaoyu” (The Hokkien Education in Sinagapore and
Malaya before the 2™ World War, in Yen Ching-hwang, Cong lishi jiaodu kan haiwai huaren shehui

biange (Social Change in the Pre-war Overseas Chinese communities ) (Sinapore, Qingnian shuju,

2007), p. 203.
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During this time, his participation in the Hokkien education activity was
confined to his narrow community service. But when he initiated the founding of
the Chinese High School (Huaqiao zhongxue) in Singapore in 1918, he had moved
a big step forward in his promotion of Chinese education. In other words, his higher
aim in promoting Chinese education was to use it as a means to rescue China and
Chinese race from an imminent catastrophe. In his emotional speech delivered at
the fund-raising campaign for the founding of the Chinese High School, he called
upon his fellow Chinese, especially those wealthy Chinese businessmen, to render
their financial support generously. He stated that when the country was facing the
struggle for survival, Overseas Chinese should discuss how to rescue the nation
instead of indulging themselves in entertainments and enjoyment. Those who were
rich should take promotion of education seriously and urgently.24 He also reminded
his compatriots that the decline of China was mainly due to the backwardness in
education and the ignorance of the Chinese people in general. According to the report
of a Japanese magazine, he stated, that in the western countries such as Britain, the
United States of America, Germany and France, only 10 percent of their population
were illiterate, and less than 30 percent of Japanese were uneducated; while the illiteracy
rate in China was astoundingly high of 96 percent. Therefore, he accentuated that if
China wished to survive in the world without being crushed in constant defeats, it
had to lift its efforts in promoting education so as to catch up with the time. This
responsibility not just fell on the government, but also on the general populace.
He further stressed that all Chinese should donate generously to the promotion of
education. He lamented the Chinese government officials not only neglected the
education, but were also corrupt and shirked their responsibilities. He declared that
our fellow Overseas Chinese are known of being patriotic, and we should not give
up our responsibility to witness the fall of China.”

Tan Kah Kee adopted a two-track strategy, i.e. to develop Chinese education
in Singapore in tandem with the education in Tong An (his home district). But
this strategy differed each other in conditions and circumstances. Singapore was a

prosperous international seaport with many rich merchants and traders, the strategy

** See “Chen Jiageng chouban Nanyang Huaqiao zhongxue yanci” (The speech of Tan Kah Kee delivered in
the fundraising movement), the original copy was published in the Guomin ribao (The Citizen Daily),
18-20 June, 1918. See also Yong Ching Fatt (ed.), Zhangian de Chen Jiageng yanlun shiliao yu fenxi
(Tan Kah Kee in pre-war Singapore: Selected Documents and Analysis), pp. 25-28.

* Ibid.
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there should be to gather the support of the rich for the promotion of education.
This would easily bear the result. On the other hand, the Tong An district was a
poor county in the southern part of Fujian province, its economic development was
backward and slow, Tan had to rely on his own wealth for setting up schools there.
In the period between 1906-07, he participated and led the moment for promoting
Chinese education, but it was until February 1913 that he began founding a primary
school in Tong An, with a name of Jimei primary school. It started with 135 students
which were divided into 5 classes. It was the beginning of Tan Kah Kee’s efforts of
promoting education in China.”®

In the period of World War 1, Tan Kah Kee’s business enterprise in Singapore
had made enormous profit that enabled him to broaden his investment in education.
He was to promote secondary education and normal education. In October 1916,
he sent his brother, Tan Kheng Hean, back to Tong An to found a secondary school
and a normal school. Tan Kah Kee had spent tens of thousand of dollars to construct
modern buildings to house the students. In March 1918, the Jimei secondary school
and Jimei normal school had commenced with 2 classes in the former, and 3 classes
in the latter. To encourage poor students to receive modern secondary education,
high school students were only required to pay for their meals, while normal school
students were exempted from all fees including schooling, boarding and meals.”’

Since the founding of the Chinese republic in early 1912, the Chinese communities
in Singapore and Malaya were impacted by the republic’s openness and its positive
attitude towards education. Those far-sighted leaders advocated the promotion of
female education which would fulfil the new idea of gender equality and would
foster talented people for the nation; and would also lift the literary standards and
quality of women. Being located in an international port and exposed to both western
and Chinese cultures, Singapore was fast in embracing this new idea. In 1915, Mr.
Wang Huiyi, the superintendent of education of the Hokkien Association as well as
the supervisor of the Dao Nan school, proposed to found a Chinese female school
— the Chong Fu Girls’ school — in Singapore which received considerable support
from eminent Hokkian leaders that included Tan Kah Kee. The Chong Fu Girls’
school came into being on 12 April 1915 with Ms Lin Shuqin from Xiamen (Amoy)

% See Wang Zeng-bing & Yu Gang, Chen Jiageng xingxue ji (Records of Tan Kah Kee’s Educational
Enterprise) (Fuzhou, Fujian jiayu chubanshe, 1981) p. 18.

7 Ibid., p. 20.
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being appointed as the first principal. The school started with a modest number of
30 students, and all of them came from Hokkien speaking families on the island.”

Perhaps being influenced by the founding of the Chong Fu Girls’ school in
Singapore, Tan Kah Kee started to found a girls’ school in his home district of Tong
An in February 1917, recruiting female students locally. But his work was impeded by
the conservative idea about female education prevailing in southern Fujian, illustrated
by a traditional saying that “women without education was a virtue” (Nuzi wucai
bian shide). At the same time, the female labour was valued in the family as unpaid
worker. To overcome these problems, he encouraged female children to attend the
school by subsidising 1 or 2 dollars per month to the families. As a result, the girls’
school in Tong An recruited 50 students in its first year.”

In May 1919, during his fifth visit to his home district Tong An, Tan Kah Kee
planned to found a marine and navigation college, a commercial college and a female
normal high school. His grand plan was to set up an integrated general secondary
education, normal and technical educations into a vast educational network. Before
his departure for Tong An, he had entrusted his brother, Tan Kheng Hean, to oversee
the operation of his vast business enterprise in Singapore. At the same time, he
had donated most of the landed properties and 7000 acres of rubber estates to the
founding funds of Jimei group of schools. With these funds, he was able to embark
on his ambitious educational enterprise in Tong An. In February 1920, the marine
college of Jimei was established; in August of the same year, a senior commercial
college was added; in February 1921, a Jimei normal high school was founded. Since
March 1927, the Jimei group of schools included male and female primary schools,
male normal high school, male high school, marine and navigation college, female
secondary school, agricultural school, kindergarten, normal high school, and Chinese
classical college. All together 10 of them. In addition, he also set up kindergarten,

hospital, library, science laboratory and the section for promotion of education. They

* See Xu Suwu, Xinjiapo huagiao jiaoyu quanmao (An Bird-eye’s view of the Chinese Education in
Singapore) (Singapore,Nanyang Book Store, October 1949), p. 48; Yen Ching-hwang (Yan Qinghuang),
“zhanqian Xin Ma Minren jiaoyu” (The Hokkien Education in Pre-war Singapore and Malaya), in Yen
Chine-hwang, Cong lishi jiaodu kan haiwai huaren shehui biange (The Change in the Overseas Chinese
Communities from a Broad Historical Perspective (Singapore, Qing Nian Shuju, 2008), p. 204; Tay
Lian Soo (Zheng Liangshu), “Xin Ma huashe zaoqi de nvzi jiaoyu” (The Early Female Education in
the Chinese Communities in Singapore and Malaya), in Malaixiya huaren yanjiu xuekan, chuangkan

hao,1997 nian 8 yue (Journal of Malaysian Chinese Studies, No.1, August 1997), pp. 47-58.

? See Wang Zengbing, Yu Gang, Chen Jiageng xingxueji (Records of Tan Kah Kee’s Educational Enterprise)
(Fuzhou, Fujian jiaoyu chubanshe, March, 1981), p. 19.
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were all under the name of Jimei group of Schools, * which was popularly known
as “Jimei xuecun” (The Jimei Educational Village).

Most notable and best- known educational enterprise of Tan Kah Kee was
his founding of the Xiamen University (or known as Amoy University). After the
founding of the Chinese High School (Nanyang Huaqiao Zhongxue) in March 1919
in Singapore, he returned to southern Fujian to champion for the founding of the
famous Xiamen University. In July, he arrived in Xiamen port to initiate the move.
He convened a meeting at the Tan Clan temple in Fuyu jiao (7#I5ff1). In his drafted
declaration distributed at the meeting, he alluded 4 points why he proposed to set up
a university in Xiamen. First, the problems of the traditional feudal system in China
had not been rectified yet. Second, the new republican system had not been perfected.
Third, public education had not been popular. Fourth, regional industry had not
been developed. He deemed that tertiary education was the answer to all of these
problems. *' He further stressed the imminent catastrophe that China had faced and
the duty he was prepared to bear. He said: “(Since the Opium War) that China’s door
was widely opened, and China was surrounded by powerful but greedy neighbours
who were encroaching on China’s territories. China is immediately confronted with
the struggle for survival. If we shirk our responsibility and watch as onlookers, the
end result of this development would be a great disaster... I have been living in the
South Seas (Nanyang)for a long period, but have great concerns for the fate of my
home country. I have been hoping to do something about it...The fire of patriotism
is still burning in the hearts of 400 million Chinese. If our goal of strengthening
China have not been fulfilled, it will be carried out by our descendants in future.

At the meeting, he called upon his compatriots to support this meaningful
proposal to set up a university. He plead to the listeners that China was facing an
imminent catastrophe that only education and patriotism can save it. Every Chinese
has to bear this responsibility of salvation. All my wealth have been accumulated by
me, and I would like to use it generously for this purpose.”” To encourage other
people to follow his steps, he promised to donate one million dollars as starting fees
of the proposed university, and then another three million dollars for its maintenance.
The three million maintenance money would be paid by 12 instalments of 250,000

dollars each.” It is noticeable that the total sum of 4 million dollars was a gigantic

* Ibid., p. 26.
*! Ibid., p. 106.
” Ibid.

? Ibid., p. 107.
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figure at that time that 1 cent can buy food to eat and a dollar can buy a lot of
things. Its value would be multiplied at least 100 times. That means his promised
contribution would be equivalent to 400 million dollars at today’s value, a real
colossal sum of money.

In his charitable educational enterprise, Tan Kah Kee came to realise that the
perfection of an educational system required more than just money, but also teachers,
school’s buildings and equipment. They were all interrelated starting from primary
education to general secondary education, secondary technical education, to senior
normal education and higher education. The university education was especially
important, for without it there would be shortage of teachers and specialists for
various branches of profession. Thus, he was prepared to donate most of his wealth to
start the proposed Xiamen University. In November 1920, in his address to a fund-
raising campaign for the university, he emotionally declared why he was prepared to
donate most of his wealth to that enterprise: first, the advanced education and the
power of the European and American nations were not just due to the efforts of their
governments, but also to the generous contributions made by their citizens. If China
aspired to be rich and powerful and be advanced in education, it had to depend on
the efforts of all Chinese. Second, there were large numbers of Chinese in Southeast
Asia where industry was more developed. Many among them were wealthy merchants
who were reluctant to invest in China and to advance its education. Few of those
who returned to China held close to their wealth and enjoyed luxurious life stylf:.34
“When I was in Fujian, I had always witnessed the luxurious weddings of Overseas
Chinese families. They spent tens of thousands of dollars to show off their wealth, but
they were not prepared to spend money in promoting local industry and education. I
had come to a conclusion that Overseas Chinese wealthy merchants had contributed
nothing to the nation but had set bad examples for other people to follow. I had
dwelt upon how to deal with this problem. The only way is to set a good example
to alert them. If I donate one third or half of my wealth to the education that still
may not arouse their enthusiasm, I therefore am prepared to donate most of my

wealth to education so as to awaken them. He further emphasized that the wealth

* See “The address of Tan Kah Kee at fund-raising meeting for Xiamen University”, originally published
in Xin Guomin ribao (New Citizen Daily), 30 November; 1 December,1920. See also Yong Ching Fatt
(Yang Jinfa), Zhangian de Chen Jiageng yanlun shiliao yu fenxi (Tan Kah Kee in Pre-war Singapore:
Selected Documents and Analysis) (Singapore, South Seas Society, 1980), p. 33; Chen Jiageng (Tan
Kah Kee), Chen Jiageng yanlun ji (Tan Kah Kee: Selected Speeches), p. 38.
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and power of a nation rests with its citizens, and the intellectual advancement of the
citizens rests with the education.”

Tan Kah Kee’s ardent and emotive address reflects his determination of sacrificing
all his wealth for the promotion of education. His heart was burning with the fire
of patriotism. He had taken action to realize his pledges. In 1927, in a letter to his
family, he distributed the shares of his 4 million capital of his Tan Kah Kee Company
Limited as followed: 1.5 million to Xiamen University; another 1.5 million to the
Jimei group of Schools, and the rest 1 million to himself and his business partners,
of which 900,000 to himself, and 100,000 to his partners.” Any profit earned will
be distributed accordingly.

Tan Kah Kee was not running a state enterprise, but a private one. He had donated
most of his wealth to the promotion of Chinese education for strengthening China
and Chinese race. This altruistic and charitable spirit was rare if not unprecedented.
During his time, there were other Chinese business tycoons that donated parts of
their wealth to education, but none of them had donated almost entire wealth to
education. In this sense, Tan Kah Kee’s deed was unique, and his dedication to the
welfare and benefits of China and Chinese race earned him a place in the history

of modern China.

The Spirit of Tan Kah Kee and China’s Belt and Road Initiative

In September 2013, President Xi Jinping of China delivered a speech at the
Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan in which he proposed to build a land silk road
linking China with Europe through central Asia and Russia. In October of the
same year, he also addressed the parliament of Indonesia proposing to construct a
maritime silk road linking China, Southeast Asia, Indian Ocean and then to Africa
and Europe. The former was known as one belt, while the latter was known as one
road. They are combined together popularly known as “One Belt and One Road”,
or “Belt and Road Initiative”.

This is a great idea, and an initiative to restore China’s glory in international trade
with other parts of Asia, Africa and Europe since the Tang and Song dynasties (7-12

? Ibid.

% See the number 142 letter of Tan Kah Kee, originally published in the Chen Jiagen Wenji (The Collected
Works of Tan Kah Kee), quoted in Tai Yuen (William Tai Yuen), Yingshu Malaya huaren ziben zhuyi
jingji (Chinese Capitalism in Colonial Malaya, 1900-1941) (Chinese Version, Kuala Lumpur, Nanda
jlaoyu yu yanjiu jijinhui, 2018), p. 214.
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Centuries) . However, the proposed BRI had other important considerations, namely,
economic, military and political. Since the ascendancy of China as the second world
economic power in 2010, it was considered by the United States as future rival
challenging her dominant position in the world. The Obama government adopted
a strategy of partial containment against China. It was to strengthen the military
alliance with U.S. allies in East Asia and South Pacific such as South Korea, Japan,
the Philippines and Australia, and to encircle China within the so-called first and
second islands chains. At the same time, United States also moved 60 percent of its
naval force to the Western Pacific. Economically, the Obama government also proposed
to form a free economic zone embracing many countries in East and Southeast Asia,
Australia, North and South America with the name of Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
which excluded China from this proposed zone on the pretext that all members of
the TPP were democratically-based. In this sense, president Xi’s proposal of BRI was
to break through U.S. economic encirclement and military blockage.

Above all these considerations, the BRI was partly to fulfil the “Restoration
of Great Chinese Race” , the so-called “Chinese dream” enunciated repeatedly by
President Xi Jinping on various occasions since his ascendancy to the leadership of
China in 2013. The so-called “Chinese dream” has to be understood in its historical
context. Since the infamous Opium War in which China was defeated by Britain in
1842, China was widely opened for encroachment by Western powers and Japan.
China had to cede territories and paid enormous amount of money as indemnity to
its defeat in the wars. On the other hand, Chinese governments under the Manchus
and later during the republican and warlord periods, were corrupt and inept. China
was facing the catastrophe of being partitioned and possible elimination of Chinese
race. In fact, it was Dr. Sun Yat-sen who dared to propose the toppling of the
Manchu government by force, and brought out an idea of “Strengthening Chinese
race” (Zhenxing Zhonghua) in the declaration of the Xing Zhong Hui (to revive

China society) in Hawaii in November 1894.”

7 See “Tan Xiangshan xingzhong hui zhangcheng” (The Constitution of the Xing Zhong Hui of Honolulu)
(November 24, 1894), in Sun Zhongshan, Sun Zhongshan quanji (Sun Yat-sen, The Complete Works
of Dr. Sun Yat-sen), Volume 1, 1890-1911 (Beijing, Zhonghua zhuju, 1981), p. 19; see also “Xing
Zhong Hui xuanyan” (The Declaration of the Xing Zhong Hui”, in Sun Zhongshan xuanji (The Selected
Works of Dr. Sun Yat-sen) (Hong Kong, Sitong chubanshe, 1962), Vol. 1, p. 19; Yen Ching-hwang (Yan
Qinghuang), “Sun Zhongshan yu 21 shiji Zhongguo” (Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the 21* Century China),
in Lin Qiyan, Lee Kam Keong, and Bao Chaolin (eds.), “Youzhi jingcheng: Sun Zhongshan, Xinhai
geming yu jindai Zhongguo” (The Will to Succeed: Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the 1911 Revolution and Modern
China” (Hong Kong, 2005), Vol.1, p. 21.
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Tan Kah Kee and Sun Yat-sen belonged to the same generation, and Tan was in
favour of Sun’s idea of “Strengthening Chinese Race”. Tan and his brother, Tan Kheng
Hean, was said to have joined the Tong Meng Hui Singapore branch at Wan Qing
Yuan in 1910, and both of them cut off their queues as a symbolic act of freeing
themselves from the yoke of Manchu rule.” Two important elements of “The Spirit
of Tan Kah Kee”, i.e. “Business enterprise for rescuing the nation” and “Education
for the salvation of China” formed the foundation of this idea of “Strengthening
Chinese race”.

As a learned leader with profound historical sentiment, president Xi Jinping should
have known Tan Kah Kee’s deed of using business enterprise to strengthen China, and
to use education for the salvation of the nation. He must have known Tan Kah Kee
patriotic acts in dedicating himself to the welfare of his home district, his country and
his race. President Xi would have no hesitation in support of President Mao Zedong’
praise of Tan Kah Kee as “The Flag of the Overseas Chinese, and the Shining light
of Chinese race” (Huaqiao gizhi, Minzu guanghui). We are unsure whether president
Xi’s “China dream” has been inspired by Tan Kah Kee’s “Strengthening Chinese race”
or not, but we can be certain that the aim of president Xi’s China dream is similar
to Tan Kah Kee’s strengthening Chinese race. In this context, the Belt and Road
Initiative is partly to fulfil the spirit of Tan Kah Kee.

% See Chen Bisheng, Chen Yiming (ed.), Chen Jiageng nianpu (The Chronology of Tan Kah Kee) (Fuzhou,
Fujian renmin chubanshe, 1986), p. 13.
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Colonial Singapore: Power Relations in the Urban Built Environment, Oxford: Oxford University Press,

1996.

‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 42 @

9/16/2019 9:27:29 AM‘ ‘



‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 43 @ 9/16/2019 9:27:30AM‘ ‘

Trim Size: 7 x 9.75 in FA Reading

KRR SRR 43

K. SR EHEAEOLaAE, UETXARGE sk, &
I E SR SCRIFR I OB i eI B R4”  (SHGIS) #H5L
AT H .

F T 1R R I S R I B — KA, ARV IR H 2 4 LUAR g 5 1 1L
ST B G B LT3R, I oF =K 8 WA 78 HT 1 2%
HSEHEX, HRBUL S5ENESE, DLAGS S A SOnEE R RS
(SHGIS) F1 “Fraefji 2 Ng kR (SBDB) 4341 vy 28 ] 58 56 R
ZIRE AN K RN o ARSI =R TS — 54, oA
TN K5 5 BRI SUF 5B AR, 3k A 8 B g A R X
 “HEE” IR ZE SE A, iTE LS 5 SR DL
RS R R

El— K& EFNLAESTASHRE (9115 RHEHE)D

" «gr;‘\w”jm@mm' |

ISTHEEO7HCE: BAN46. k42, BIFE7. BTRfA AL, FoRAL. FEEH4ES. AHiE46
ORISR : B e BAE B RS (Singapore Historical GIS, SHGIS)



FOSSTIN [P WYOINR 6/81
1aqundag 17 (210dedurg) 19a195qQ sireng arodedurg JO [eIPayIE]) 943 JO SNIPET SI[IW 2IYI UIYIM SPUNOIL) [BLINY 1UISAJ 93 uodn 11oday :ucBurirer) 1 A\ 1eourduy redorunpy .,

SsnposnursiBys uol 3 B B FCO I ORI, £ o B ORGSR o (LS8T9661) YooK ¥puaie]
@@Oﬁ awwuuhﬁ \Au—_wuu\&ﬁD ﬂvuo.wxo U.T.HOMNO Q&NS&Q&N\:«.W &\ANSMN N\%ka N.Nﬂ
ur suonppRy Lomog :240dvsurs (piuojor) ur vds Susrsaruor) YOIK TPUAL ¢ (TEYIEEINER]Y  fH3S00T ‘i (BHREEISZ 2 MOGHTIEY MERENE SHOCW KR

yT-1T ‘81
9IFT-CT | 8LGTHS61 EEAES ISR n2 e ] « Y Hy
010 00d | 0S61°GH61 HEL61 | LHAECTIT <P PWIS 29 PY NP0H wieayy] jo uondunf +TT61 | Hgty SN
mE
/861 T 450002 TeINJA Ue[e[ JO SO[IW /|
HIETT [ 861 THA=5896T | «HICTI e T R ILIHE W AT961 | ITIE |1
B OAPRINCITAL 4
[REI 4796117 KSI[IW T4Fy PY eIpUEXIY « MY E
« IR EC HEHINC MR *3
[uevdila= IT1 EAIAN +SIW ¢ DY BIPUEXIY « MK B
£S619561 HUCHIN MR 34
G60-160 | 0S61°S¥61 A €961 LSO[IW T4€ Py BIPUEX[Y
& PR D0 | FI6T°E68T MAplfl | SR =eTet | 476881 TP
8L61%S61
70005 | £60-060 | 0S6I°SH61 Y =rce61 [ AT L ST skt | i T
LR A(F | £€0-8T0 | $I61°C681 WEZbAr /261 + SPY A2y 29 WUESEI[J WUNOIN A/ | T=58161
110 00d | 18810981 W ITEELOT | «H3E0S umoIg I[N ] ty LT 450981 (T
fif) 7 A T AU A T BT sk
8/61 « PYPOH weayy gO
= ITVEE 90616681 MEFEL6T | LH3E86 P YeWL], I[N JO YI0U PUE S ¢ 450681 LMz
i 9061 | ity 5T
1] S60-T60 | £681°1881 Mz | #R9L61 (S5t ¥g R
“m XAl M| D0H | 0981°9%81 Tl | T EL6T | s HIETT 4 (n1yeg Suor]) peoy punoin erng | 9%81 (7 « = B i
&® 9061 | [ty N | Y erS661 W7 Y 5
.9 €681°188T MZ | #£Tr479/61 « P TN 28 P 2B[1S 4/
£\ FY R 09819381 Tl | T €L6T | s 6T el riNe 478781 =gl
e
.,.W HE SHER BN ENEE  YMIME HkIE BTNy YEME WIEME HGES
J YEXTY Fr KT EET F BV L R —2¢

9/16/2019 9:27:30AM‘ ‘

Book V73 2019.indb 44



FA Reading

17 x9.75 in

Trim Size

5 45

FhnK R SR

Ssmparsnussi3ys by WS R LTI OMIAE, LW T B T SR EDIOE Y v
*[—68¢ *dd quomuossaug yying uvqun) g1 ur suouyy 4omog ‘aodvduig pruojor) ur 2vds Surrsauol) Yodx epualq

9661 ‘ss1] AMSIOATUN) PIOJX() PIOJX() FUIMUOLAUT J[ING UDGL) 241 UD SUOHV]RY 4omo ‘240dv3uss [vruojor) ur avds

Bugzsanuod) qOOK TPUAIG F (L00T) D[N W AT ILE ¢ (FIEEROEI) 00T Hd (ST 2 ML) WA 0 ERKE

lif) 2% ch M
13 %7490 HIE ¥y « PeOY nyeq Suot] FO B
fif) 24555 ehs TR
+ peoy] nrgeq Suoty yoO iy
HERANY MY 4
+ PEOI 941 JJo sarur <M
% INOQE QUOISIIW ,,¢ ‘DY BIPUEXI[Y oy
o7 S sopw 47 “naqegq Suodwey] | GEAT | 71 I
"M 0%0 D04 Zasers b #H0€61 AT SRR | BE998T £
SS61 Py 2E[IS pue niyeg
Mm/,ﬂ\wm%m $S61°0S61 W«meﬁw w:opg\n_ AEE%&&ES::A 91 01 IXaN] L._._,er%ﬁ#
Hil ek B SYOUVI6L | ZrGRi(3s | J0Lel | HIEE6 | [T SR R RMNEEY | 259981 fEL
So[IW 74} Py uoodueIdg ez
HeezTe01 DTEE | L6107 | HAEE 99 WAy HEHTEYE B
SS61
$S61°0S61 RIS eI 3ng uere[
M %K 870 0Dd | SHOIVI6L | U XSUE(3% /961 | HE0T miz #0681 ML
L€0 | 8L6T°SS6I
‘820 | ¥S6I°0S61 P YESurlq JORY, ‘SIW § 2185 T[S 478681
DOE PYEVN | SHOIFI6T | ZgRtiss 45/96T | H3IESTT WUy RE | . dT8ST | TR
R (P 3POH] wreaty
8616561 0661-7861 Jo uonoun( 1eau Py Wepy) Py Yewr],
HC61°0S61 me@ n-m Ipng JO YIOU PUE SIIW Z4¢ TEIN] m mm&ﬁ_m
80 D0 | SY6I¥I61 B6I6T | MWITT Sy G [ 5T /81 | MY E
HE FHER x B ETjER YFME HyE ETmxe JFMHE BWIFTME  BIAES

A A2 AN E 24 .00 T 2

9/16/2019 9:27:30AM‘ ‘

Book V73 2019.indb 45



76661 * (AN 02y [ SLUOT s Sl Iy B L EEY  *elp€96T * (s ih e Sp7 [ B ) B UEHR M o

Ssmparsnuwsidys hgho| W73 )RR AL, I B TS ST SE Y v

' /687 dd guowmouraug ying uvqur) o1 ur suouvy Lamog a40dvsuis jpiojor) ur vds Suirsauo?) Yoax epudlg

9661 21 AISIAIUN) PIOJX() ‘PIOJX() “YUIutU0L1aUT NG UVGL) Y1

wp suoyppRy omo ‘awodvsuig rruejed) uy 2wds Supsaruod) YoR TPUNY  (QMEEENER])  Hrs00T Hd (BN IS 2 B ULE) MWEEG 00 ERK

9/16/2019 9:27:30AM‘ ‘

=%

46 BHAFB-mLt

LS61°7561 sapw g pyy 18ueyD)
8000 | 0S6I'SY6T | RGP | th =061 TV ER | MH0T61 | M
LE0 | 8LGILSGI
‘620820 | HSG10S61 27 H, WAL k| deessl
[y =g | ‘SYOODH | SHOIVIGI TR A TL6T | LHIEH] AW 74/ Py PUP[[OH +:457881 = MY
8L61°LS61
yS6T0S6T | LG ii ek & HFHY WO &
SB[ T 7 5 SHOIFI6T | M =v6961 | H{I=4rS96T +H 306 O[T ¢ Py PUB[[OH =7/881 MK
070-L£0
ODH ‘801 | 8LGILS6T | Sy
II1°TT01 | $S6T°0S61 | ¥ H) €861 il et 2 f
9¥8 ‘TI8 | SYOIVI6L | B L MEY Py uoswoyy go
W (| 89L9VYN | 0981°9%81 | M HLL 44 | Y Th=r6L61 ‘Buay, ueg Sunduwey] 450/81 STl
« 50 ) Z 9B
L, WY FSOT0SOT | s BISTI + Py wennQ yo
LA R 617161 NEET | ITUFrLS6T “p nayeg Suory 29 Py YoOPACH av/g
TXF=TE | 8T00DT | 098T°978T | ZFfil(zs | 2£M70681 | L HHIFET Z¥ SR h G N 470781 w4
i
W/ Mgy B 7 m
W) KR AN ST
7 A « (IIEH $13098 /qoe[em
el B I 2 1A Jo sado[s 211 U0 UG YeaG 09 JO 15am
O 9061°€681 ML AK pue [ Sueig uuy jo 1sed) py 1ede]
%mmﬁ@%% 18810981 HWHHHW_WWA I Jm%m_mhoa m:o.—cﬂl pue py uwﬁim yanog jo cotu::H
WL 9781'3281 L | AEM0V81 | L30T WZHETHRE NG | H6Tsl | M
E SrER o B BTz JFMEF HyE ETmxg dEFMHE WZMEYg  BdES

EBER Y Wil =2

Book V73 2019.indb 46



FA Reading

547

FhnK R SR

SsmpasnusiSys sunfo| Y73 Y 2T AR, £ [0 AT LTI BHSCEY o
NnmwNQQ ‘quamuolraug g uvqir) 241 ur SUOHVIRY LIMOJ .G&QNQM&.NM. jpiuojor)y ur wm%&m. Mﬁ.&@u&QU A.—Ou% epuaig

9661 ‘sSa1] ANMSIOAIUN) PIOJX() PIOJX() YUIMUOLAUT JING UDQL) 241 UT SUOUD]RY 4amoy ‘240dv3uss [puojor) ur wds
Supsanuo)) YoIK BPUAIG 16661 ¢ (yBtb —HNEH (YT N) (HWMEFEREE)  Hr000T L (B HLE 2 M) MR OO A

9/16/2019 9:27:30AM‘ ‘

17 x9.75 in

Trim Size

8L61°6561
¥S61°0S61 newry uepe[ e
8€000d | SY6IVIGI [27 Th= 477861 H3r9 LT F 478681 N T=
8L61°GS61 « 1€ I B bl
= S 2 oK) 0%0 | ¥S61°0S61 | MEST8SH | (&FIMEME) | AT 4SPUOISIIUI Z4.C Py UOSWOYT, =T
APPRHY | STOOOH | SYOIVIGl | YGRS | dyIsel | HE3gee FHSHRL | 168 TS L
8L61°GS61 W | MEHEK
= TS 2 0%0 | ¥S61°0561 «JAATE ¥SIUOISI[IW ¢ Py UOSWoy, | ¥ — 4 (77 =
B AT | 8T000d | SYOIVI6L | UruriE(s #476L61 HiF6T WK | WSt Mz
2 TEG Y w71 Py Juemequig | TEY
BB | 8€0 DOF PO | i Mk Top dyLL61 | HIEIL HHC D= 456061 Mgy
SO ¢°Z [ P YPWL, Ing
8619561 My _( #600C H3r9¢ TS T I LT Y7061 M _(
M7 SoIw / Py yew L pjng
KB WEIO0Y | LE0DDH y661 M. { H3E66 T Lo I ELAT M (
0%0 So[IW G “py UooJueIdg
8€0 D04 ysol e Higsy JhWS HTHAE mx
TF 479561 Spy Uoswoy, pue
$S61°0S61 ° 1onsofeq M/q ‘Gusy ey Sundwey
SYUPIET | M .f | TI6r61 | . ISy [0 b 4037 ) T e
tAL£ A5
Wz I ATECOT LSGL | M8YOITH R IR T R
% (R $S610S61 | X ar€S6l | Aofhztr/S61 P d8uern 9 Py
CHE CHIEE SYOIVI6L | NASTH | TXA=r1561 uosINE] Py PIEYRIQ £q papunog
Tr( dyLo61 09819381 M. | MFFhy061 | «H30L TR N 4 SH8I &Iy
HE FHER S BEW EmER MHFME HeE EDmxs dFEME  WEMEH  CILES
XTI e RO 2

Book V73 2019.indb 47



48 HEGB-wLl=%

= BSRAEEOABENLSHE (NESFRELR—ZEM)

: g
Ty 1 UBIN
1’\]-‘ F‘2$~H=| 3 4 af PULA
AN a7
- A ST s el
SO R L s e T et T
Chinese Cemeteriesy w o ¢ {15 < o0 -;g-v'ﬁi\ :
X W =8 XHHER JH
By Di e L L = ";E:laﬁ = 3
By Dialect : e NG i :
ko e Rz Tl siin
R | " SRR B
A H/ER e
AR call s
bl o, OSMIE = ‘ -
% T e RO
® B S GAEI e Rll 0 12525 5Ki|ome-u;sa
- R : 5 S S ]
= %Z S ; HistoricaliMapjofiSingapore 1911 :réirieved from Iib}naps.nus‘e“du.sg
'_’ =i " i SeraMap created‘.ﬁygf'Lim Yen Ting and Lim Kial’) Eng.
GORRIE: BN s S B RS (Singapore Historical GIS, SHGIS)
B= WmXAMIAGEEXLSHE (NESFERBELE—ZM)
. i) A Legend ‘ 7

Bl

"w*:v»
7% ®N{By Dialect
: [0 E

S m s

t\/ 'iCemeteries in the Downtown Area

i

BORIKIR: BTN L IR B RS (Singapore Historical GIS, SHGIS)

‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 48 @

9/16/2019 9:27:31 AM ‘ ‘



Trim Size: 7 x 9.75 in FA Reading

KRR SOLATR 49

= s AR S R 2 g

19924E5 H 11 HEEHE, 7 F AW (Silat Road) F— &S 1 1 i 4 K ok
B R "0 IR BRI B 164K AT I AR, AN B 7B A
JOE RBUM TR, GEm & EJE RS FAEERMALS H, WIIE 7 kB
TN SRMNAN 7S ) [ e e BT J BT N A FR SR SR AR IR s o 3 JBE oy i
BRBAH - N ARWEFFHEERNES: “ELZE7, AHHLR—EIEE
Hu P4 BT BT BT R B CRLEIIY D o 3 JRE R e A IR ) o i
JEAE AR S NI s SC, ANERLE IR — AN R R R . A
SR RFEE R, EIZHT, ORI R¥E EERE e E, o
SR EAZEE B R A, HIERAEASERE M SCFIn B KRBT L 5
{128 Je DRI 25 5 7 S AN

AL (POERE —— RS SRR Gl Fmsdad 2, 2005)

OOCkpRiEILEE) W AR GEIED L 199245 A 12H . SR AR E, R
W % K JE 4% 2 18] (Between Silat Road and Neil Road) o fHIISZEE3MEHEINR . HEHNESR
S AT W Brenda Yeoh, Contesting Space in Colonial Singapore: Power Relations in the Urban Built
Environment, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996, p. 285.

‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 49 @ 9/16/2019 9:27:31 AM‘ ‘



50 HESB-mLi=%

Leon Comber 55K Z 173 71 T~ EAME L SOFEARAK TN 7 04F AR i HH 5 1) A
I, ERARAREE LS N IR s E Sk —OT e RIE, HEIR % AT
18284F (I /\4E) . ' SRR ZIA “FaosER” , Lkl </ ED K
RTAEEAS R, FiHZ “HEEE AL g KEHEmOEL”. R
M, MRERARE (s GLTESRE, B18304E) TNy “HfE
sz g, R EHEETE. 7 R LT I LS AR 2R, L
S CHFIRE RCHIRS 52D i — %R BRL, e ILmEAE LS, 8
s 3 R AE 1N IO RE B3, SORRIR A 10 LA

HoPeamig CEILSR) , O Rl B | 2%

WILds L2 A, BEEK, RRAE, REIEM, PRRE,

RET RH, HRATIR, REER, AL CH, SEERAT, —HEZ

3], Rifsx, AATHRERRAZ R, AARSRAZLLENZIE, #

FFRLZHE, AERERR, YRTH.

RBOCAE R R — 18304, fHIL-SEMT 2 —8ul, mHE L
SR, Iz AR, . Hi S Z GRS UG .
HEZ, REAEBLMEAELS . XTSRRI “HRESC (EREL S
mhe)  GLHJesE s, H879%E) J/RfEiE. Zl%. “fHilsE, N%

" Comber, Leon, Chinese temple in Singapore, Singapore: Eastern Universities Press, 1958, p. 64; K&
T GFIBYIHPNEEE M AEL ) (FRR (ELD ), WSS Camb i) G
I B, 1975) , B4l

P ERE N (i), D41

VBRERS (%) . RMRRAL BRERG CHUMSESCRERER) (. iR OORE,
1972) , T8

RIAK CABESCRBIEEILE)  (EIRR QLS D, ERGIG CRIAKKE « A1ty B
I3 HONETE R, 2007) 5 5213,

CBRRIAL. BRE RS CHOMBEE AR AR (RIAR (ALY D (Bl FMThIORE, 1972)
512215 Kenneth Dean and Hue Guan Thye, Chinese Epigraphy in Singapore: 1819-1911. Vol. 1.
Singapore & Guangxi: National University of Singapore Press & Guangxi Normal University Press,
2017, pp. 77-78.
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7 B P BRI S TR R R LU E AR 2 18754F, R4S E
ALATFHAL WAL N S I — R, s msiils, SlKES0 T M
(ORI, A4 B2, 470 T ONSEEA FIMERE, Y E 20 SN,
ZAMPRER, HIRR K75 S IR L AR AL, AR 2R OB RS I HLR
—ANEWRKIER, S5 TS WIE R AR, B8 TR T
TR b A A bR R A R S LAt A B [ B R AR R, AR TR
AR G A T Ak PR 52 7 2 1 A Bt >

A48 Trocki B R 2 RS S PR TR M3 (Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun
“TFRAFMERRER” O », BRu4ET185341225H, 5Mi/i%8 (Tan Ban Tee)
AT S LL BT (Bukit Berangan) [MEH2%, BR4E18544F11)727
H, 5F%% (%%, Tan Teng Kui) MFRAHRE (%1%, Tan Sang Hooi) 3if4
BT RT3 . ORI S — B BN SRR R DL . ELE18634E,
BRABAELE R b IS C2 TG NI, IXE9ASH, BRI A KBS
# (Keringkim) + 5757 (Kong Kong) . " (%1%, Tukang) MIIFHEALY,

** C. M. Turnbull, “The Johore Gambier and Pepper Trade in the Mid-Nineteenth Century”. Journal South
Seas Society, Vol. 15, 1959, p. 46.

» $.SR., W 55, Item 301, Chamber of Commerce to Governor, 30 December 1865, quoted in C. M.
Turnbull, “The Johore Gambier and Pepper Trade in the Mid-Nineteenth Century”. Journal South Seas
Society, Vol. 15, 1959, p. 46.

** “The Governor’s Visit to Johore”, The Straits Times, 2 October 1875, p. 1.

» Carl A. Trocki, “The Johor Archives and the “Kangchu” System 1844-19107, Journal of the Malaysian
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 48, No. 1, 1975, pp. 22-28.

% Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 80.
77 Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 20.
* Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 45.
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PERAR K — i, [F—K, AR5 5T 2k LL AT 55 b —
2P, XAy 2240 BT WA R AR AR DL B O T M B X . X PIE R R
R B SRAT RS AR T T e R R SR, AABFAT T i g 1) B 0 2 v s
W4 KIEYs =RKIE, 9oA8H, BMEER ST (%58, Tan Ah Ngok)

5 Nong Yahya ' $RAF00i (Sanci) 0] (FFHERL, U I & 2l 45 2 R — A
KRG, X=KRE, OH1LH, BRBEME S L (Iskandar Pueri) IT K
B 3 HLRIN SRAS8 LT A IO MRS AR A . > 3% BT FR A 72 18634E9 H 1)
—AEHE, IR A6k . 18644E6H28H, MRIBE 554K
(%, Chua Chin Huat) 3573 (Renggit) FIXULHIMER . ™ 186648 )]
22H, BRABAESE SRR LTI A s — 082, © B —mE TS
R ZR3 5. % NI8S3ER18664F, BRICILIRMOSLMERITT AL, HEHE18744F
(NI SUGWeAS Y (Singapore and Straits Directory) “ZFeffhds” 103", M
JBAEAE 18674 221873 4F FE 3R P BUBT T HE 322y, 186743 H11H, FRIBAEMA
FPAF AR (Sekudai) 772 TiiF, BRAE (55, Tan Wee Chen) A E™,

AR R TR, 18714E4H22H, HIBAER A = 35S L ak 5 —B

» Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 46.

% Carl A. Trocki, Prince of the Pirates: The Temenggongs and the Development of Johor and Singapore
1784-1885, Singapore: NUS Press, 2007, p. 136.

o Nong Yahya 2 75l (Tanjung Surac) M ERILEIETINEZR R —, MITEISRAANENL
AR B 5EH] . F 18609 H 25 HIFAR, 5 “Ng” ik AFKAF L. &1 (Temon) MIHEH.
M1860-18854F, At —ILAMH VUt I TEHE E L H . Ungku Abdul RahmanT- 187344 H 28'5 %
B EE T LRIy, W, Surat Jual Beli, No.75, 16,

* Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 44.
3 Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 59.
3 Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 58.
% Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 79.
3 Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 80.

¥ Section “Johore”, pp- 5-6, in Singapore and Straits Directory 1874, pp. 343—351; Carl A. Trocki, Prince
of the Pirates: The Temenggongs and the Development of Johor and Singapore 1784—1885, Singapore: NUS
Press, 2007, pp. 218-222 (Appendix B).

% Surat Jual Beli, No. 1.
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Je R R, IR (5, Ang Yeong Tuen) 9METY, FRoultE
(13th Mile) . IXFMMER T18734E4 28 H, 1ELIHEB1SS HAEEH . ©
P Trocki TS, LWRIIIF RN ZAE =K, BREERERE, —BOSHE
R, HWANEE “T4A7 (10th Mile) A1 “SHF” (9th Mile)
BRIBEA Hrh 2 —dk, A NRENTE. " XN IR DA R
JE—IRIMIRHE T, Hf 2 R,

i Winstedeift, 19tHZ70FE RN CEIEFTHIT K 72950, 1045 I
T 5, © MR BL18704EAR, HATFHER H 29%, BRIBAE S T 114, A4
TR, Mk EE T A =18, HBNTH—%. 55, EREE
[/, WEAAE 5 D 3K Nong Yahya 5% Ungku Abdul Rahman & 3R/ 532,
WAL R N A ERRE, BHAEBG A — & AL, FRIBS S 228 ok
I HzE Bl T LA A L 4 e ()

=, haadRe

BRIBERR 1T AR I, i RN R B85 R il hs AR B . e 52 i
DR TR 0 A ] D A (0 IR B SR B SR IR R O L 2, S B AR RS 02 0
SR E B S, R T A 8 2 AR 9 i i KN Z . A
WRORE, 18639 11H, FRABAEE L0 L FTA B mAd A ALY, Hifh
AIEARBHTLX, TS A R RIS, PR B 2548 BN I
B, PR, FOBUTHEEY JRIER BB ES. TR, ik
RSB BIE AL ST I, BRBFER IR BUF 5 A2 2 (8 1

* Surat Jual Beli, No. 9.
“ Surat Jual Beli, No. 15.

i Carl A. Trocki, Prince of the Pirates: The Temenggongs and the Development of Johor and Singapore
1784-1885, Singapore: NUS Press, 2007, p. 221 (Appendix B).

“R.O. Winstedt, A History of Johore (1365-1895), Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society, Vol. 10, No. 3, 1932, p. 117.

“ Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, No. 59.
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AN BRIZ AL, MR P BRI E A . 18634E E 18664F, Wi
SF TR 55 R A% AU H 28 (K R AR BN, 4 BIA e O R 1 8
LAV R BRI, A NG TS — RV IR A . oK GEvA L R AR [ b
B P RN R BOR B R BEAT S N, SIS IE i . BRI
FF) B 0T 22 55 BRI ke 5 4L 2 B A KTk R AR A R O 1, e & IS,
AR L R o i 7 4 R B 1

18624E LART, SHTAH AN AL B e 203 P BURF IR S 2 T s
Yes— kA, 5 ORI E EUR AN E R A E I T TR 5 1k 7 X
WL 18634E FFUARR AR (E S T iR AL, BRIAE B 18634F M 15 7K
LTINS L2 18654F, “ 18664 5 18694F F il 1 817G i fitd 7K 0, [ 7 gk —
WS, MR MPRR R AR, BE RO IKES R BE 18704 AT A
BEE (Great Syndicate) , #518704E11 A8 F R, Hilnd. BN, SNFAM
T G R BT &I, © B I BN R, REAG XA KR
Frtivk, RIS SCBERRIRAR S P A FA B B, kT3 B9 P B e, 3%
RN EF IR, SR A AN L [ BUR R LB, IR R 5
FRE A, SERRIO RS MR T VF2, BUFIIONB S T M 18744F
CHONIE S G R ) PRC SRS, S R T R ) AR 1 B — B AE 4
F18764™°, S2hR_FIX AN I A 1 AR B0 B XI5k (1 RS Fr B B 55 18794

“ Carl A. Trocki, Prince of the Pirates: The Temenggongs and the Development of Johor and Singapore
1784-1885, Singapore: NUS Press, 2007, p. 238.

 Carl A. Trocki, Prince of the Pirates: The Temenggongs and the Development of Johor and Singapore
1784-1885, Singapore: NUS Press, 2007, p. 126.

“ Carl A. Trocki, “The Origins of the Kangchu System 174018607, Journal of the Malaysian Branch of
the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 49, No. 2, 1976, p. 149.

7 Carl A. Trocki, Opium and Empire: Chinese Society in Colonial Singapore, 1800—1910. Ithaca, N.Y.:
Cornell University Press, 1990, p. 119; “The Rise of Singapore’s Great Opium Syndicate, 1840-867,
Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 18, No. 1, 1987, p. 63.

“ “Monday, 7th November”, Straits Times Overland Journal, 8 November 1870, p. 6.
“ “Fortnight’s Summary”. Straits Times Overland Journal, 8 November 1870, p. 1.

” Section “Johore”, p- 4, in Singapore and Straits Directory 1874, pp. 343-351.

‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 214 @

9/16/2019 9:27:42 AM‘ ‘



‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 215 @ 9/16/2019 9:27:42AM‘ ‘

Trim Size: 7 x 9.75 in FA Reading

WEEMMH TS —REE 215

18634F, M mAY R B BUF IR BBS, RIEA T 1864410 H A1
FHAE R %5 (Tanjong Putri Regulations) , XN B3R Al AT B A\ G
TR R FEAIOE R ANEE, DSREATIE. EX/MNERZT, Kl
FEAE T 1L R AR B TR A — 7 ()T T PR A I AL, Bn 3B v A S0 A5NS4 4
fbo WERIBAFTE, 1ZKESPATIH 25 5 18 H T A E R A r
R nT DL sofn g iR B R M iR s, RAEREBUNE R, KA EE
SR AAE H OB AT S M IR, ERM AT XA AR
(RIS — 3503 B0 IR BUR AN S 6 25 TR K e B S5 R RF A AR . ZE T I A
MO, D B BURFFI R AR A BT IX N TR T RHR,  BAS SR # T
DLz 7 N B S . BJ5, 1866HE1H M, RALAFIAR & KIUH 1155
LAV SRR, SO H A R S A PR T A A9, U5 00 R X R 1 22 1,
XA FH A SR B

. gl

MRIBAERR T e B A PP, AR, 78 ez g 2
RS —— 5, 2 ATk ARSI, AR, B, W
Mo R LS EEER, FEFMETXA BIER.

Ak, 18745 CHrind 5iFuedarg) 18754 (JE@HFIRIERT) (The
Colonial Strait Settlement Directory) BIRE, BRIBAFE1874%18764 182 D1 011X
Wl o 18745 2 A b o N HIX, STtz — X, fHS
HERERE, BIRHX 5T AL “in charge” , 5157 HH R ABAE 71 53 A9 Rk
“proprietor” , PAMRIBAENH IR Sy, 2B KB HEDIFR A AF A] B2 R B
fromtE— 2R R N, A 0 1 X ) 47 57 N R AR SR AT

' 24C. M. Turnbull, “The Johore Gambier and Pepper Trade in the Mid-Nineteenth Century”. Journal
South Seas Sociery, Vol. 15, 1959, p. 52.F1Carl A. Trocki, Prince of the Pirates: The Temenggongs and the
Development of Johor and Singapore 1784—1885, Singapore: NUS Press, 2007, p. 143.

? Song Ong Siang, One Hundred Years' History of the Chinese in Singapore. Singapore: Oxford University
Press, 1984, pp. 335-336.

PRI, (DR TMIGREY%) o FONE: B HARE, 19504, 133,
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*1: FRRIRE (i Sieikiga) (1874) « (EEBkER) (1875)

Area Tin Mines (1874) Tin Mines (1875)
Old Johore Assoi in Charge Assoi in Charge
Sungei Saluang Assoi in Charge Assoi in Charge
Palapa Hussain in charge Hoosain in charge
Kong Kong Proprietor, Major Tan Heok Nee Proprietor, Mayor Tan Heok Nee
Batu Pahat Pong in charge Pong in charge
Batu Pahat Teow Alim in charge Teow Ah Lim in charge
Padang Angoy in charge Angoy in charge
Sedili Shaik Abdulrahman Katib in charge -

18734, MRNBAFAEFMAEAL KA B R T, X AR AR AR A BT
HJE (Major) - 18754, R4 (FLBIFWAGER) HCH, MR IBAE R i
MR ERZ —, AR RANZEH LS (Caprain) RZEM, HRHIN
21BN R G (R TE) B, A “Merchants and
Traders” FIFRIMIEEA “HMAE" HEOIWRBAE, SHMAFES (51, Lim
Thong Kim) , EFMEAR (F¥%, Tan Choon Tian) , MEKH A (&
%, TanLipMeah) . “HE” C&KREMFHBUGIE M AT, L11E
PP AT A, TR B S A0 s L R AR S M A A 6, AT LB
BRIBAE XS SR b et R RIS 1), 28 R iR .

WRIBEAE R BOR B SO B AREE? 78— R 3T A 1 1 R SR b
K bR DR NEHEN, FL EEBUAMET T, EANUEH, WA
EICHEG RN RHRRENLEA BRI, M2, . EA.
TE R AN, T HE R E K “RATER” o N TR ANE, flkd
TSN BRI 9, RO AILER, EXERB A 2152 BUN 1
2. BRAh, FBLEZ R N AR N AR . R MBUR I R N

o “Picturesque Singapore”, The Straits Times, 1 Oct 1897, p. 3.
» Section “Johore”, p. 4, in The Colonial Directory of the Straits Settlements, Singapore: Mission Press, 1875.
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AERERAEREAL, XA SR SO RN, LI IEE ™ (Lieutenant)
)3k N A B BB T 5 YR AL

T, B R

B NI, FEMR A2 R THE 2 I, AR S TT M, by
T JE R AR D 25 77 1 H AN AN R0, ARAE CQRFRITHR) 18764E8 H 26
H, B SRS S A2 A2 BN R i — (T F0 B, 7 AT LA AR
HZ B S AR A7E18764E8 A o BT NMTR M, EAEKRAGIRIE
(OTESE , #7108 U2 RO R AR “BRZE Y BTSSC, AR 8047 SOk vl e
ik, HUGEE AR NIIEEEERZ, BRIBFR MM, XML
JIT 3% B FR 52 0 AF 24K

AT LU AR PT LA HE R A B 8 T 5 AR B 2 p Ml i — SR R A
187611 H 18 H The Straits Observer (ARG, T 1 — L& [X 4% T FR A (1)
RHI I S, F18764F 11 H 16 H AR 1,755 0 i =4, B 5
B%o XA ARAE LAY IR MR E IEA R LR, By dE S0 R — b hatd 2 e
FRPRTE DL N 3245 T BRIAAE, (H2 W R4k 5 2 IR, I8 A mlA vl Re 2 R b oI5
FER T RIRET = AR 4 5

H—NR18765E12H 16H,  (HgIkI ) Rl H LXK HE LM w7
e, AT R S BSR4 it 5 B A e (1 H 2 i L
DB B W A . © SRR KL = DUAERT, R F AL TR

% “Untitled”, Straits Observer (Singapore), 18 Nov 1876, p. 3.

*7 “The Chinese Mayoralty of Johore”, The Straits Times, 26 August 1876, p. 2.

P HEKHE,  JHRRBEEIR—REE) . WERT Bl AS7SEEL S RRLE) .
B Brbrh NSy, 19974, 113400 “BRIBAERIURES, AR ) P s N R TR G
AR FEAT S 28 KA A BTG R IAA MR RE H B, A 7 WA A NNg s,
TRANOFRRAERBET, S0 EMER. BT RIEAPREREEEIN, 457 EEE
FRIBAER LA T2 HL, 187SFEIEE R, BRIBAELA T e I A 8 RIS, (E MR IREES N
AT —H, 7

* “The Straits Observer”, Straits Observer (Singapore), 18 Nov 1876, p. 2.

o “Wednesday, 13th December”, The Straits Times, 16 December 1876, p. 4.
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PR H 2R s, SRl — ok B W A2 R 2R 2T 0 B B 558 5
. REERT, T C2A 25N H S A SR A AT R AR S RO A ]
(K7 S AE 9B © JLAS H R, SO B e IR IR NFDREI P A %, T
ZJE B REGET N . a1 H 4 B e RO A 3, AR A 55
T, MEEERR SR BT R E S R Hrh 9NN R R AL
WL EAE, S EUAIXE AEF IR B R ARSI LA At
SUREE I S R BTN, X BT A T R, ETINSA 143 TR B
Al LE SR T A R O H R G B . RSB B2, AR
FUFIE SR 0 BB R S 2B e, T2 1 AR e e AR SR LASRAFAREE, B
SRS AN S LI E, 8 A3 H 5 m I s, SR R BURF % F5
FERIBOMEHT NI SEZR, K5 M T b o 2 el 4 2 () 2 P it 5 18 P S
FIEATFRE AR A T, SRTTE SR OB AR & A% IR B s 5, &
J& B BURF R IR O LR MR OB 10 H 3852 5 i K 4 srp R 5, 1At
ML (R 5T o 3 2 R ML 58 T T 5 P 57 5 M 9y LB A ST s P 7
S, FONME AT ERMBUG RS — A AR, AR I i A
ERATRIRIZS . @ XA R I HER A% e R ERME, X
SO AN H AR TSN A IR A E T, B A RS, il
fH B2 5 T4 B R DB N IR EL I R T

BRIBAER I M LUS,  SAh—1F 51 i 1 A S (5 2 S F e — Wy ke
AT ? Y7 AL TR R S AT P — 1, 187648 7 24 H i — RS B BRI
ZRBNTALMRME AT, IO EEZ. © HERR, MRET
B S SR, MR R AT, IR TP AR B iR
o — 25168 30 H Straits Observerit BT FY A ANE A0 /TG, FRBEHE N2

o “Wednesday, 13th December”, 7he Straits Times, 16 December 1876, p. 4.

6 “Wednesday, 13th December”, 7he Straits Times, 16 December 1876, p. 4.

® (Title unclear), The Singapore Daily Times, 24 August 1876, p. 2.

 “The Chinese Mayoralty of Johore”, The Singapore Daily News, 25 August 1876, p. 3.
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24

FELAEIX AT IR, © R, DABRRCE R R AR [ s A N, AT
—BE, AR R I TR A, ER AR .

“The numbers friends of Mr Tan Seng Poh will learn with much gratified that
the gentleman has been offered and had accepted the appointment of Chinese
Mayor of Johore.” ( Daily News, 187658 F 248 , %24 )

The Chinese Mayoralty of Johore
1o the Editor of the Daily Times

Sir, — I notice with regret a paragraph in yesterday’s paper announcing that the
Chinese Mayoralty of Johore had been offered to me by the Maharajah. This
is quite an error, the appointment has never been offered to me nor would it
suit me to accept it if it were.

I am Sir,

Yours truly,
Tan Seng Poh (Daily News, 18765-8A 258, H3M)

AN BRBRERRE

PRGBSI 75, M2 18834, EF MUK AR —F 5ok
ERRT—BRERR. BB ERAREBIF M EZAZ —, 18204
A P IR RBURF SN A 2 T, BTN B s MRS
RS Py B A0 B A 3B 2D D

18604F, PRI NEITT R E S, T MR IERBE L P
DAY R RS T AN AT AZ o BROCRS R MRS FIGE bR, AR 03 O
S S I FIURS Fr R BB, PIT B SE R A SEpR i 88 TF, TEAE Rbn B A
ARE A Fr I B BOR A T3 A A, DARE S . XA AN RE
kSR T, RN PEIE R KIR 5. 18644, JEBUN N T A Rtk
SHPNGERL R, 2 P E, PRGBS s, 7RIS I RS i
B i AWt R 5 N e AR BIER &, IXANBRG ZR M FE 18704 FHIK

® “To the Editor of The Straits Observer”, Strits Observer (Singapore), 30 August 1876, p. 3.
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HBBRARTE . B BRSNS R . KRBT, R4
MFET, FEURPE &SR T M, JEEBUR RS R BICE 4 N
HOICHGIN, 5 [ B A AR R IR AT R AR B ZE W (1 JRi THT . 18804F %2 18834F,
FESEBUNSCRE T, Sk BRI R A SRAF B I naps A AL, 51 e R I 4t
(RN, T A T R RS P A R XA Sk A b, X 7 5 BT . ©
T BCR MBS e AL TG B, 3 G AL BT 0 I B I D K I 3
Y5 188342 H20 HIHT i, A DY NFIX RS R TR I0E s, AT T2 R4
%% (&P, Tan Moh Yong) , FR¥iE (%%, Tan Eng Cheng) , FRIEA] (&
P, Tan Ah Cho) FIFRHEM (%%, Tan Hok Seng) . #EFR, BRIE& N
P HFIES (Ocean Co.) FIFCHRATAE P E s Horb H S S BT 1) 2 B R 0 iy
U213k NIRRT H 17 HEBR AR T2 B2 (Tanglin) [ 52 1
AR BRI, PN DRSS BRI AR, IESEAFIKIE AR e —
7 BRAR ROE AR B VEAL , R R . X B Fa 3 1) 5 R RN RS e AL
MR, AREAATS — AN K Bagm A A4 “2EFR” (Seh Tan) A%
YIS 2. % X MH A o BRI AR I RIS I B, (BB RN S fh
A BRIk, I U ] th R CAHE DT 573 — A 3 B i A9 —— e i o R 7
bk, RBTREED,  CUERRT MRS N RIRE, LA AT E AR SRR
T WRNBAT I A 1A AR P 7 A K I BRI 5 ¥ 3K T (Chinteng) #SRH “UEBR”

66 Carl A. Trocki, Opium and Empire: Chinese Society in Colonial Singapore, 1800—1910. Ithaca, N.Y.:
Cornell University Press, 1990, pp. 162-178.

TIERIEIR B, DU AR Rt AEYINER, REARMALI A, — EEERIS A,
W e i 2 4 DL AR B S A2 A T R HOE AL R RS 950K, JE R B 95 MANS C AR D b AT T
HRHE.  “PRAL” MXLE N GRS OIRT, MR AR BRI R, MRSE R RRE R L
T AR A IR
TERES TS, RIS —DNEE RN e I P 68 I M B I
T BRI, b2 b Sra i EgE. (W Exclusive in Ord: no. 73 of 26 Feb 1883,
“memorandum by Mr. Pickering”. p. 13.) BfAEmCFI R AIZ H A5 (Kampung Glam)  “Ff
7 3R, BURFRA AR A8 M X ) 3 T L AR AR I A R R S AT 55 4% Fl A A
A OA, EEBERRCA, B2 MM,

® “Untitled”, The Straits Times, 20 February 1883, p. 2.
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KPR S Q2 ki, AbprEk b )L FFRssG (Tan Keng Swee) 4EfF, 1X—
POATHEH 5 AN AL R T
E— G226 A B TREES W, SUEBRESHESL T, o5k, Bk
JBAE S BRstEm NS BE AR B BUR AT o PRI IRE AR T B2 Ak
VONCASN, BREESTR A, X R B, BRIZJLABSE, B
FERGEW KINAR)™, BRI NAESE R0k BRoREe . PRk (51, Tan
Kim Puan) " LRI ANABIS BB, S EBUMK E kA1, 7 X
R R B 328 5 AR e e [ RO AR B K AR O e IR 0, — 1 R AR B
HELRS dE AL R, AT A L B E UM R [ I R 3 R A
IR}, AP . MRS, S RS EE
o Ja B BB R BT MNIBR AR, DARRSTARATT, Al ATIEE b SE AR At
ARERL T IR, BRIBAE M S EX 2 5 IR L 2GR 1) 4
B, dEPRAERFERNE LT NEBE, R M EFEKEE B SR A A
SO PR T 1K IR N
BB AR AL ISR, 188352 H26H , Straits Times Weekly Isuetlh
EUESE, B L TR ER, RAFFESEEGTMHAE “RTPaL” %
%7 FESA 1R, WIRERRAM MR, 3ASH A Milsihit 71
Fr RN i, LA IR S AR 0 7 ) 5 R RSO B A 7 B AR
W Exd e FARAOAT J o P 7 s s 7 AN R ECH 196 T 74, ik
e bR, EERBHiINAT e HRH 1425 ke 1, RrFEikoan
B, BTE 585K A KN RBUM S & QA M. ” 45, 18874

 Exclusive in Ord: no.73 of 26 Feb 1883, “memorandum by Mr. Pickering.”
TOORSEHEY L CEIRD . 1894459221, 3, MR TERMIBENILT

7 Exclusive in Ord: no.73 of 26 Feb 1883, “memorandum by Mr. Pickering,” p. 5.

7 Colonial office 273/119, No. 5919, 4 March 1883. Banishment of Opium Smugglers, p. 9.

7 Straits Times Weekly Issue, 26 February 1883, p. 1; CO 273/119, no. 73. Exclusive in despatch no.73
of 26 February 1883. Executive council Government, 16 Feb 1883, p. 2.

7 “Magistrate’s Court”, Straits Times Weekly Issue, 12 March 1883, p. 11.
» “Legislative Council”, Straits Times Weekly Issue, 28 June 1883, p. 14.
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7H6H, FIFAMAEEEARMUR T R A )R, ARSI BN E I MR L T
s, B AT KA FER, (BIhR AN, RIEREH, fhiXik
AT iy R AT 2 PR A R AR B 7

e ] EUR BRI IRAT Bl 28 S BUR D PLAEB Nk R BRI B SR B
RIREFAT IR AR TR R B, S U R AT KU, fedd
ERA S X R A BRI AR RSB S, DETH RBUM & T 5%
TR

L. 18834 n i ik

WA ERRE, BWHERIAVFS, AR ER T Hmg g 2.
MAREE ERIHERE, 18834 UG A C 415 ¥ NI RS2 b F 48 5 ikl
T, WERRERE TN 188345E4H26H , B IR AL T 4%
HERE, FE7H12H, NEDEE (Marketstreet)  [155 8 METHRI. RAE
2H2H, B AR SLIEAE S . 18894F2H 23, A —HRAL T ICUEAL
1515 FA a7 8 (No. 51, Barganny Villa) , 128324 H HE T4 (Tank
road) 515 {4 A Bl 2t BB %55 4005 1, 77 189244 H20H, HIAf T
ANH AR F R B (Campong Malacca North)

HZE1899F 12H4H, MIHEMBEERAEKRE, 7 XE =LA

f)“HBUET o PEUIRIBE R R BT 18854F, (hMIMIE 244k, Frfs @i
H5TIRE, #akarE. hshbif g 8, Frica—%, A,
PRIBEIAAA, BUMEIER R B G M@ EkIE, A AR OHHEEE,
SRR KL, BBESZE L BEBR, 18884 12H31H, fhl&

AR MR E SN EN AR, RITAEREREHBEREER (F

7 “Local and General”, Sraits Times Weekly Issue, 6 July 1887, p. 2.

77 “Advertisements Column 27, The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser (Weekly), 24 December
1889, p. 808.

BOGHRHE) , (REEHER) . 18994E12/4H.
POREAR,  (GOREIFHELY o Find: RS HBREE, 19504, TU133.
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H A BE/&Raja Rembau)  WEFEPE (EE Al e /2 Raja Salleh) « BRI F 564
&8, WENHAESH RIS, BA O PR FHEEER,. &
PR, BRI =AY

HeAh, BRIBAETERTILARAG B3 7=, ATE B R 1 — B PR R TE b o] 18
YWJs, LA BUS, LR PR T R R E AR S, 1917
O, SERFEEMLTI2T G, SRR TR N R R A Y

B LR 5

®2: BEAER

Date Property Sources
12 April 1883 To Be Let The Straits Times
With Immediate Entry. 26 April 1883, p. 2.

The house opposite Mount Echo, in Tanglin Road.
Rent moderate. For particulars, apply to Tan Yeok Nee,
Tank Road

@ Singapore, 12 April 1883 @
12 July 1883 Read letter from Messrs Rodyk and Davidson, forwarding | Straizs Times Weekly
tracing of a plan of house now being erected by Tan Yeok | Issue

Nee in Market Street, and requesting the sanction of the | 12 July 1883, p. 11.
Commissioners to an alteration in the frontage of the
building, in accordance with the provisions of Sections
52 C. of Act XIV of 1856 as amended by S. S. Ordinance
IT of 1879. Application sanctioned.

2 February 1884 Singapore, 10" January 1884, report of Municipal Straits Times Weekly
Commissioners, by Macritchie (Municipal Engineer) Issue

The culvert in Hong Lim Quay, ordered to be built | 2 February 1884, p. 9.
for Mr. Tan Yeok Nee from plans supplied by him, is in

progress.

BRI (WD) . 18884E12H31H, HekR. 188941 12H, FaMR. “HE, FMEY
BEORA B A LR, R RGP, BB, MR B AALYE, SRS
HBEBMY, VS O4 P IRGTIT R, B, U= ATZ, AR H S
W, HERSRA, LAMEESS, [ATZERAEE, HERRESERRYT, W5
BRIE SR . eI, GRERE®. 7 KR TR — A LS, B R B
BRI S,

YR, (BN , W T CRESCRERE) o Bl BITRSERR AR, 20174F,
71299,
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23 February 1889

To Be Let

Barganny Villa, No. 51 Oxley Hill. Apply to Tan Yeok
Nee.

Singapore, 13 February 1889

The Straits Times
23 February 1889,

p. 3.

With immediate entry. Godown No.23, Campong
Malacca North, (new building). Apply to Tan Yeok Nee
85, Tank Road.

24 December 1889 | TO LET The Singapore Free
A nice compound house with Stables, Kitchen, and Press and Mercantile
water laid on; situated at Tank Road, No.51. Advertiser (Weekly)
Apply to Tan Neok Nee 24 December 1889,
85, Tank Road p- 8.

20 April 1892 To Be Let The Straits Times

20 April 1892, p. 3.

18994E12H4H | HEHEL CREFHRD
EHEHMS TR\ RS KB R, i | 4.
ey, A, WEAREEULLE, K
T Bk F AR Sk B R M R
Kighs —+HFE+—HY - H
ISt
- Bl B R (RIS IR ,
71299,

IN. B )

PERZR B N S 1, RT3 A e A A R B3 18755F10 2
» R EENRALER S, IS REE R RS 5 R,
AR IR IAL, SRR ORALEL i ALY — R VR AR 0E, I
R SCERARA LIS T PR IR Ak 2 e R A I R ™

R CE S MBI T RALE AR, X L2 2 B 18 i
WX, SRR R 7R, S B R AE AR AV 2 0Kk BB IR
Rk, IXEEHEL KA XA P2 [ WG s Beh . 35 e AR A 21— P 5
T AERA T BAT ALBL R N, I IR R 2 R, X
AR R ATE R, (PG RERTH B WA Bl Bl XRRIRS VR 1) 2 s 5
TRHCNAEEA . £ 23053 SNEA AN RE,  (ER R A SIS 25U 5,

% “The Governor’s Visit to Johore”, The Straits Times, 2 October 1875, p. 1.

‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 224 @

9/16/2019 9:27:42 AM‘ ‘



‘ ‘ Book V73 2019.indb 225 @ 9/16/2019 9:27:43AM‘ ‘

Trim Size: 7 x 9.75 in FA Reading

WEEMMHT oM —REE 225

MK B R B K, RIRAE 7 M e NS . R S, i
=47 NRAE AL, 7EAHL, Hmahr &4 ai kAL Bk R A s 4L e N
XUCR A e, AR A, SRR AR AT AL E AT B X
e NSER A LR A R IA b . REARETHEZAN, ALK
AHAL IR, FEF 2 ANBE, AR 2 E, RERALERNITE, 5
WAL AR AL S 32 AAIXH B R AL o XA BT LI (i K AT 7
XBOB A b B R AETE R AR L A T AL, L ERTE A S 5 RS
HERRR, ML T RMENA ST, SR, X ME— ) — R
P& T R A TE S b I 328

WM T [ R 5 R, 2% JLEE BT H B RALIAL, B A E 2N
T2 BIEIE L AR 2S . 187711 H3H, Hra BT EH (William Cleaver
Francis Robinson) AT, HERICE SR ] MG HT S AT, 7E8SAL AR
FIFRF, BRFELTIES, HALE LR OmATIE. Redh. RkE. K
K4S, 18714E5 H 26 H , 03 s B0 g 0 [l 4 52 40k 2 )30 26 72 11
B, RAHE. B SRR SR . Y 187 R L E A H
RFEFEMZE M T, KR4 H BRI 2T, H iRl 2 4
T2 —, WAHAMNERAEET, 2B =R R, B
SIERR. AW R, AFII. % 18804F S IR NBARE A = Yk 2 4 B R
PUAERRI T .Y 18824E1 1, fEEUR LT T (Prince Albert Victor) MFHGT
¥ (Prince George of Wales) [MUFHiE, AN FEMXAMINAT, FERE
NEFTER R RN, RAZMEH B AL ERE. F7T18824
V11 H FAAIE SRS (Johnston Pier) , 32| &% AN XARKH R,

* “The Governor’s Visit to Johore”, The Straits Times, 2 October 1875, p. 1.

84 “The Arrivals of our New Governor H.E. Sir William Cleaver Francis Robinson”, 7he Straits Times, 3
November 1877, p. 1.

85 “Saturday, 27th May”, Swraits Times Overland Journal, 3 June 1871, p. 5.
s “Topics of the Day”, Straits Times Overland Journal, 3 June 1879, p. 2.
¥ “Topics of the Day”, Straits Times Overland Journal, 7 June 1880, p. 2.
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RHAMENER TAHBRES, DEFAAKE (Lim Tiang Wah) . 48X (Lim
Teck Ghee) « AAIRFIEET & (Wong Ah Siah) o BURE:FTFARHE HM Lt
M NI oo 35 F = R DL AR A

B 7S N BB SIS S, BRI R R NBCR S S, Eelndb i
FRBA =X V7 IFGE g, BRIRS 5 1 G RA IR BRI 201 . 18874F 11 10H ,
AGPEALRA S — IR BN VBN o M0 7 A 1o 4 [T 08 ST DU AR, 9 ) 397 e st
BERRH, [ S HN, AERTINSAE I — A A, TE SRS
B MOKFITEFE 2 BB ST SRR RI VT, BRE B Bl XS & R A e
o SEUCH LB AU Sh R 0, ik EIF B E IR, BRIEE
ST 4. Y 18904E4 A3 H , ALTEMLIA TR KT BN, R BAE B 11
K. 4H7H, @8FAFEZIEMASSI0. 4H9H, Al 2 ib b
TR, MEREEBESFZS. 43110, =I5 E sig e,
415 E N B R S . 18944F3 1, LML = Vi indt, e Tk B AT,
TEFALE RTINS S s S AT A R S, 3H 7 H R BT i B R R A o
TR A S TRV PR R A

TX U BN S R R B RV T R BAE, AT AL AR L 2 A e A A AT P R H
X AL BN B 07 307 e, -t s B b T g el o A P 2, AR — b
ARBN 27, MR bl eil Rl 1A, Wi IER 2. 5 RALEEM B FER
V7, B S A . AREERE, X =R AARTE LA R TR I R
7 S A — T .

% Song Ong Siang, One Hundred Years' History of the Chinese in Singapore. Singapore: Oxford University
Press, 1984, p. 208.

VPR (AR L (UR) L 18874E11H18H, 2k,

O PR CREIREIRALT) (IR, 18904E4H7H, 2Rk,  (BHEERLN) . (W
), 1890FE4H10H, 2k

G E R R &), CRIRY , 18904E4H11H, K.
2O RREAE) R . 189044 15H, 10k
PR EEAER L E ), (R, 18944E3H10H, 2k,
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TH ARG ML I S P VR R IE BURN B MEZS A 1 — ML,
HAMERHMGE, MOHEEFEVINIKRR, FREFEBAGI. 18914 /5
BEAAT D3 S —HR, Foind & N L 030 TR BATEA G, AT &
WAL /T, “AEFARFOO7 R4 —£, BHR—E, EBUE=xt, 48
B—ia, F&EXLWFETMERETY. 7 11H12H, (W) TIEFREFE
(DIBRE ) e kAo 2 ERBGESRE (RBED AUNE, B HT AR
BE “ANAfEFE, RRAHRK. TART, REKAR. AARE, RERAHL,
N ER, BRAERL, M, KERT, FEAEN, REKK. 7 X
SRR U7 P RR 1 BB A A B N3 A2 () S 1A
WEIR T SIEBUFE VIR

B 7RG A BRRER &5, T2 EMW AR, 1895411 HE
Mg EEER,  (R) ETIEEIAFE T SRR AR, BRIEEAE “5
MAT ORI 7 A B AR ERER2000, BRE L. BRERE. BRiiEEE
it B SAESTERACE”. RS FE . BREME. BREEE T DA BRI AE R
5, MBFEEFEFL. FRHEFEFCN R R S ANETEMMT. 189797 H 0,
HMYA PR S % R T B S GOE AR A0 &, L &A™ (Singapore
Permanent Jubilee Memorial) , [ 2E 5484250070, 7 ANt IR 5¢ [,
18894E1 H 14H, BRHBAEMIME 2 SHEHL100 TR K ZHIE B k. ° 18984E, [
IS AR IR WP SR E R 2 —, EIXIREIYIEST, BRI

Y

Y OORDIE R RIS A AR . (W), 18911 A 12H, H1R.
GRG0 SR EIE IR A . (i) 1895411121, 6K,

“The Permanent Memorial”, 7he Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser, 15 June 1897, p. 2.
“The Permanent Memorial,” 7he Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser (Weekly), 6 July 1897,
p- 10.

PCHIN R A SRR R A A R R i), (O&RK) . (k) , 18894E1H
14H, ZB2h: @R IORETER (W) . 18894E1H12H, EHshi.

)
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H8481,5837C. 0 BRIBAER G ABNRIC T & 19004E1 22 H, M PARRE M. BRE
F. B ERICZ S B3 T T EB R EER . "

Ju. SBEpRME R

PRIBAE T 1873 B FE R PR DI, 18744 AR M INSZ 0L, (EMRBE S
TR Z IR, 1894569 % MMM T E S, R IRGEIGE N, (b
I ) SR R 4 5 S A ) AP0 R R A A SRS 2514 05 B S e 4 R ™

Dato Tan Yeok Nee

Dato Tan Yeok Nee, whose portrait appears, has earned distinction among his
countrymen in this Colony. He was born in Swatow, but afterwards came to
Singapore, where he became a naturalized British subject. For many years he
has traded successfully in Singapore and Johore. In 1873, he became mayor of
Johore, and, in 1894, he was created a Dato by the late Sultan, who presented
him with the ornaments he is seen to be wearing in the portrait. Mr.Tan Yeok

Nee is now seventy-two years of age, and is much respected and esteemed.

( The Straits Times, 18975F10A1H, %34k )

i 2 B AR T BRI R A S A K B R R T8, A SCsHiiE g R IR
ETRER G —— “WEBEE” PR, WECE T 1885 B -,
— M T AEVE P B R 45 s T B AT AL, T BRI eI R AL
N CIETER 1, BRABAEA AT REFE 1885 AR 2 BTk O IS BUR X 1E — i HE LR
fre 18914 il Wl B iR AR N A /e A B P B8 3i) — 30 “FEAR =3 eeeee
MR AT DO 488 R B E 189 1R LTt &40 1E i, st /2 iR E
FHSEART, FrBHIERAE, HAEH ErE18914F L H, HEMA A FelE
18854F B HE i, (HAZ: M T-18914F .

PG ARRE S ), CREEIR) . 189841229, HSHR.

O REB R RERIBR S L) . (REBHR) . 190041 H22H, HSH.

1o “Picturesque Singapore”, The Straits Times, 1 Oct 1897, p. 3.

B MKEL BHES, (BRI A RS T AERRRBE LR ) -
AR, 20154F, 1448, EFE14.
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MAE, BRBE BRI A TR TG, % Bl 1804ERBESH
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sy 1R (SR AR ) ", BRI T 1902455 H 21

HT % B LEen oWtt, Z875%,; micik (F

ey ) 18974 (HRIE'” PLMF AR IZAET2% , R

(ARG HE B 19024 R I I% 277, WRICHEtH 52 57518
77 FFSAE

1. ol

WRAB AR DS, AR AR B 0 5 7= 51k T — s e B Al . 19054F
7H19H, AR b T8 BR A B3 7= M el BAR A v A — A AR
B, 19054E9 H9H . BN R ik b o ) T IS BRAR SO\ BB R T
TR P e kAR . IRIXGRROE, BEREE (Seet Lye Choon, HHE)
FNGRIRFE N R N4 B 77 BB i Ak AR N, 4 R el AN VR fdpli b 200 HY 5 o5 1Y)
JUAEFANY, N fE 48 € I RO, ARG PR AL, A 4 T
AN, " XEWELE, ERE RS, 190657 H25H, HBAE LT
WG, O T IRIRMERIZE T, WM A0 SRR g A 3 AR A P b s o — 3,
T IR 0 L K S5 5 AREE R — 7=, T8 H RL&300na BRE, i
AR, (HRBREREH IS TR T —F A (Chetdar) Ytit12,0007C, BR(E
T ARSI T 6,6007T, FIAR13,4007C ENFIE, SIS, VLEEH E RS
FNFER N B I, 2437 IR ok IR A s IR AR AL 25 IR A5 I A AL RN AL 25 5 N
a2, FHar A EHE N EEAT 1,600 &0 A K, FHMBRREEEN

10 Song Ong Siang, One Hundred Years’ History of the Chinese in Singapore. Singapore: Oxford University
Press, 1984, pp. 335-336.

CUEELR,  (RIWIGREY) o B B AR, 19504, 133

105 “Picturesque Singapore”, The Straits Times, 1 October 1897, p. 3.

RO L (WER) . 19054719, Gk

' “Advertisements Column 2”, The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser, 27 October 1905, p. 4.
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BRIBESAREEAZ 2, G RET ATEE. " WH)E, WRERE, Fok
=N 91,600 76 4 S2FR JE 64N H 8,00078, 8 A D AR RIAE K. ' M
X LIGH A3 50, BRI MR 2 2 BR B N A DL, IR 2= ER T
Bk 0 HAN, XMAE RG] K AR, RE (SRR . BRE
FHEDIMNIILT: KEGF. & G« =ik, W%k, ks, 1
TN BRSC. RA. R IR IR T AR, (AR XU T
CHEERIE AR ORISR LR A IREZ 2 £, VLRI T
JBAFEZ T A — BRI 2 FAE VL P8 HE BT H T T 18944F9 H 22 H, ¢+
“RMGEREHFZ YR ELERAEZ T IS A Tk
JRFEZ 7, AIRHP—RRIRIEA R, PRI ENERNE T ICA M EEmIA
bRtz 4h, o £ SCER DY A BRRFER KR, B 7L Rk SR
RN RS, HATIRG I EH A N, ARV @ERAT R B, RS
ST mak. WM\ B mans, U M HFESHZLIR L. 18904
GHIGH R ™ WFI% T PRAEAE B A gt
------ HEAREF AT LB DT FFAEFRLDILEHL
W BRI RIRAR IR A B SEAih — B AE B TR TR E P
FE ALK BT o F B £ BB IGEIR LI A & S P8 KT
BELFBELE,
kG+xFwmph=+n
I E 5 A A G

OSBRI, (AR, 19064E7H25H, #3MR.
sk, (WRY L 19064E7H27H, 3.
VORI, (TRMIFEY) o WOy B mE, 19504, 133,
VUEERAR,  (DRIEMIFEL) o By B mAEE, 19504, 133,
OOKSEHEY BRI , 18944E9H22H, H3M.

PR P, R IGIK —BRIBE) |, T GHnlh A S7SAEL SR REHY) o B
e Friid A4, 19974, 7338-340.

MUURERE) ,  (EIR) . 1890%E6H16H, H3fK.
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AL . BRI R 2B IR T 2 T fE1890F AL, RFRIEER 2
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ANEIIZERE, WENIRSRNE:, SRHMEALrmE. SERERS CHYET) |
UMY FEEEFS, 19758, 71199-202.

VORERIAL. BRE R,  CENBESCRMAETE) o B FETCKEE, 19704, 7079,
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SIS VR RIS I GAE T, DO ERR B M AL B AL, 3% T
NEGAERFRIEFT, X OCHRIR, BRIBFELEIOFAR TR OB I 15, 20
TEERAE R NALBE

1899 RN A REIR 2, 1R 2 KRR T 19004F 219024 2 [H],
I 18994F 12 F Al B i 5 K “HRIEs” 17, 19004E M IR AE B N 3R B 2
WERER, 19028 TX 2 5itKEr. BARRERBECLNFELEE,
ATk £ BB [B] 2 2 S AN AEFR AR, L AT R A VL PG AT HR I 9 4R
T, i < IEMG T, B A, MR, MASSENZE, —
frgst BEE-CANERE, NECITRE 2K, EHE 2 2 ZMEMHT b
O JE .

E2: PRIBEFEXRE—ZHBEIRH

WOEMAE (IR BEBESS BRI AN . (UR) . 1895F11A 12H, HekR.

"8 <The Permanent Memorial”, The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser, 15 June 1897, p. 2.

WOGERIE) , CREEER) . 1899 12H4H, H4kR.
PO GE IR RIRE IR &), (REHIR) . 19004E1H22H, SSHR.
PUUCRSFHEY , CEIRY . 18944E9H22H, H3MR.
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Uik iRy 5 198746 H2H .

(A HAR) 5 1988412 H4H

GEMEARY 5 2006481330 H
Straits Observer (Singapore), 18 November 1876.
Straits Observer (Singapore), 30 August 1876.
Straits Times Overland Journal, 3 June 1871.
Straits Times Overland Journal, 3 June 1879.
Straits Times Overland Journal, 7 June 1880.
Straits Times Overland Journal, 8 November 1870.
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Straits Times Weekly Issue, 12 March 1883.

Straits Times Weekly Issue, 26 February 1883.

Straits Times Weekly Issue, 28 June 1883.

Straits Times Weekly Issue, 6 July 1887.

The Singapore Daily News, 25 August 1876.

The Singapore Daily Times, 24th Aug 1876.

The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser (Weekly), 24 December 1889.
The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser (Weekly), 6 July 1897.
The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser, 15 June 1897.

The Singapore Free Press and Mercantile Advertiser, 27 October 1905.
The Straits Observer, 18 November 1876.

The Straits Times, 1 October 1897.

The Straits Times, 16 December 1876.

The Straits Times, 2 October 1875.

The Straits Times, 20 February 1883.

The Straits Times, 26 August 1876.

The Straits Times, 3 March 1877.

The Straits Times, 3 November 1877.

2. HRER
Colonial Office Records 273/119.
Singapore and Straits Directory, 1874.

Surat-surat Jual Beli, Surat-surat Kongsi, Surat-surat Pajak dan Surat-surat Perjanjian Hutang,
1867-1884.

Surat Keterangan Membuka Kebun, 1844-1902.
The Colonial Directory of the Straits Settlements, 1875.
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Lim, Patricia Pui Huen, Johor, 1855-1957: Local History, Local Landscapes. Singapore: Straits
Times Press, 2009, pp. 72-73.

Song Ong Siang, One Hundred Years' History of the Chinese in Singapore. Singapore: Oxford
University Press, 1984.

Trocki, Carl A., “The Origins of the Kangchu System 1740-1860", Journal of the Malaysian
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 49, No. 2, 1976, pp. 132-155.
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Book Review

Zhongguo lishi wenhua jiujiang  [E /15234 /13 (Nine Lectures on
Chinese History and Culture). By Yan Shoucheng /%3 Singapore:
Confucius Institute, Nanyang Technological University, 2018, 173 pages.

Li Jia 242"

his book was compiled for the course of “The Outline of Chinese Culture” in

the Confucius Institute, Nanyang Technological University; but it can also be
regarded as a very good introduction for any student who is interested in Chinese
culture and history.

In the very limited length this book covers a wide range of Chinese culture,
including pollical and social institutions, industries and commerce, foreign trade,
language and literature, philosophy, and religions. It is characterized by incorporating
recent scholarship, especially that by Western and Japanese scholars, and also that by
non-Marxist Chinese scholars. Thereby a lot of misunderstandings and even prejudices
about Chinese civilization, such as two-millennium-long feudalism, deplorable
women’s status throughout the whole history, and the ruling class’ disdain for trade
and technology — which have long been so common among the Chinese populace
— is exposed and clarified.

Chapter one deals with two issues, i.e., the beginning of Chinese civilization
and the so-called Chinese feudalism. Based on abundant archeological findings of last
century, now we are sure to say that Chinese civilization was mainly independently
developed, and not that it originated from the Yellow River valley and then expanded
to other areas; instead, its evolution is pluralistic, and different cultures gradually
merged into one civilization. Dictated by the Soviet-style Marxism — which holds

* Li Jia, National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University.
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that any society in the world must undergo five phases, i.c., primitive communism,
slave, feudalism, capitalism, and socialism/communism, and no one is an exception
— the Chinese historians since 1949 have been obliged to claim that China was
once a slave society. Such a claim is, now we can safely say, unfounded whether on
historical records or archeological findings. As for the so-called Chinese feudal society,
which is said to last for more than two millennia until the end of the Qing dynasty,
the author cites the Wisconsin economist Kang Chao, with substantial evidence and
sound conceptual framework, to refute this view, which is predicated on ideology
rather than evidence.

Many things Chinese usually considered “feudal” are in fact related to the lineage
system, which in the Western Zhou was combined with “feudalism,” which can be
epitomized as that all rulers were landlords and all landlords were rulers. Yet with
the development of agriculture, especially the wide use of iron and cattle in farming,
this “feudal” system gradually collapsed, and a market institution grew in place of it.
Since people got their plot of farmland mainly from the market, this system can in
no way be called “feudal.” However, the spirit of the lineage system still continued
throughout history; it is more often than not praised morally but not executed
practically. Throughout Chinese history most families were either those not different
from today’s nucleus family, or those including three generations.

The French Sinologist Jacques Gernet, after comparing the histories of different
civilizations, points out that what distinguishes the Chinese civilization from others is
the predominance of administrative function, and there were no religious, military, or
merchant groups who succeeded in controlling the state. Moreover, Gernet holds that
we cannot forget that Chinese civilization is also that of technology, and industries and
commerce always occupied an important position, although under the surveillance of
administration. Chapter three also discusses modernization; in certain areas Chinese
civilization may be said to achieve modernization very early, for instance, social
mobility, the rise of the common people, meritocracy, and developed bureaucracy,
as pointed out by the Japanese scholar Naito Konan.

As for the Chinese women, they had in the ancient times significant freedom of
marriage and divorce; however, with the rise of Neo-Confucianism, women’s freedom
of marriage, especially in the upper classes, had been curtailed. Yet at the same time,
we cannot forget that in Southern Song women had the property right, e.g. the right
of managing their dowry and other rights given by the law. Hence the stereotype of
the miserable conditions of Chinese women throughout history should be reconsidered.

The contemporary Chinese scholar He Huaihong fi#4% defines traditional
China as society of election i£%$41:4%, in which talented people were elected and
tested by government for taking up an official post, thereby social mobility and a
certain kind of equality (the equality of opportunity instead of that of status) were
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achieved. This tradition derived from the culture of shiguan S2'E (historian), which
may be traced back to the very early time, when China consisted of a lot of small
tribes. Since China developed its writing system very early, the tribe chieftain had
to rely on his documenter or “historian” to record and keep all kinds of documents,
which became more and more important for him to rule. Chapter four describes
the development of such a society, which has tremendous influence on the Chinese
people even today.

Chapter five treats the questions of agriculture, industries, commerce, and foreign
exchanges. As indicated by Professor Kang Chao, the main difference between Chinese
and European history is that private property occurred more than two thousand
years ago in China, and with that the market developed, wherein property rights
were transferred between different people; therefore small farmer economy flourished,
which is not much different from today’s efficient family farm agriculture in the West.
Moreover, until the 19" century China had been a commercial economy to export
great amounts of luxuries. Against this backdrop we can understand why European
countries tried their best to enter the East Asian market, the reason of which is
simple: for profit. China is often called an agricultural empire, yet this does not mean
the rejection of commerce and foreign trade; Chinese overseas trade, especially with
Southeast Asia in fact developed far earlier before Zheng He’s expedition. As suggest
by Andre Gunder Frank in his Reorient: Global Economy in the Asian Age, in the
Ming-Qing era the world economy was actually centered around China.

Chapters six and seven are about culture, language, and literature. First of all,
we should keep in mind that, the author maintains, the Chinese language (Hanyu
i) includes a wide range of versions, from the oracle bone script to the modern
mandarin. And written Chinese has a unique feature, that is, the Chinese characters,
which as a tool are most appropriate for the recording of Chinese language; hence, in
learning Chinese the grasp of a sufficient number of characters is of very importance.
Because of this, the pedagogy used in learning Indo-European languages is not always
adequate in teaching Chinese. Chinese characters, once becoming a system of symbols,
can be used in different languages, for example, in Japanese and Korean. Monosyllable
and tones characteristic of Chinese language also are reflected in literary forms, such
as parallel prose and regulated poems. Otherwise, it is unthinkable to have these
forms. Traditional Chinese literature, unlike that of the West, does not centered on
fiction and drama, but instead on prose and poetry. In teaching Chinese literature,
this must be taken into consideration.

Chapter eight discusses Chinese thought, which puts focus on people’s welfare,
not individual salvation; as Mencius said the kingly way lies in the people’s no regrets
over “the support of their parents when alive and in the mourning of them when
dead,” Hence, the Chinese people usually care about practical things of this world, and
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did not quarrel against or even kill each other simply for religious belief and so on.
The good point is that there was no fight over gods or beliefs, and people generally
practice religious harmony as observed in Taiwan by the American Southern Baptist
scholar Judith A. Berling. However, this attitude has its negative aspect, that is, so
much attention is put on practical things that interest in anything transcendental or
abstract is neglected; such practicality, the author insists, most probably obstructs the
development of pure science, which is the basis of modern technology.

Last chapter explores religions in Chinese culture; more than one century ago
Chinese language did not have a word for “religion;” the name sanjiao =% refers to
the “three teachings” instead of the three “religions.” Therefore, in discussing religion
in Chinese culture, the author holds, we should not take Western concept as standard.
As suggested by James T. C. Liu, the Chinese belief system is complex and pluralistic.
It consists of four levels.: the first is social fijiao fL#L, which is a system of paying
homage to gods (including ancestors), the highest of which is Heaven. It formulates
all kinds of rites and social relations, and provides a framework in which all other
religions are regulated. The second is different social or professional groups” worship
of their own gods, e.g. the worship of Mazu % or Lu Ban &¥t. The third is
individual religions of small numbers, usually imported from foreign lands, including
Christianity and Islam. The fourth is popular or folk religion, worshiping different
gods according to different needs in life; it is utilitarian and flexible, and Buddhism
and Daoism are part of it. Such a belief system makes available religious harmony.

From what is mentioned above, we can see clearly that this book is rich in
relevant knowledge and full of insights; and hence worth highly recommending.
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